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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
Full Present Name: Teresa Hagan Thomas 

Maiden Name Teresa Louise Hagan 
  
Email Address: t.thomas@pitt.edu 
Business Address: 3500 Victoria Building 

Suite 440 
Pittsburgh, PA 15261 
 

 

Summary of Experience and Expertise 

• Nurse scientist with 10+ years of experience in research focusing on cancer survivorship, 
palliative care, symptom management, mHealth interventions, and self-advocacy 

• Mentor to 30+ undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, and postdoctoral students 
• Instructor in health inequities, community health, public policy, and women’s health 

courses 
• 55+ data-based, peer-reviewed publications 
• 2 book chapters 
• 15+ grants from NIH, foundation, and institution funding 
• Presented research at national and international conferences 
• Expert in patient-centered care, patient self-advocacy, and supportive care interventions 
• Experience leading qualitative and quantitative research methods 
• Behavioral clinical trialist in breast and gynecologic cancers 

 

Education and Training 

Undergraduate   
8/2003 - 5/2007 University of Notre Dame 

Notre Dame, IN 
 

B.A. 
Anthropology 
International Peace Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

   
8/2009 - 12/2010 University of Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh, PA 
B.S.N. 
Nursing 
Summa Cum Laude 

   
Graduate   
5/2012 - 8/2013 University of Wisconsin – Madison Graduate Certificate 
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Madison, WI Consumer Health Advocacy 
   
1/2011 - 8/2015 University of Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Ph.D. 
Nursing 

   
9/2015 - 5/2017 Massachusetts General Hospital/ 

Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 

Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Palliative Care 

   
 

Appointments and Positions 

Academic Institution Position 
8/2023 - Present University of Pittsburgh 

School of Nursing 
Associate Professor with 
Tenure 

10/2023 - Present Associate Director of Nursing 
Mentoring and Research  

Palliative Research Center 

   
6/2017 – 7/2023 University of Pittsburgh 

School of Nursing 
Assistant Professor, Tenure-
Stream 

   
9/2018 - Present University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center – Magee-Women’s 
Hospital 
Gynecological Oncology Family 
Caregiver Advocacy, Research, 
and Education (CARE) Center 

Center Director of Advocacy 
and Community Engagement 

   
8/2018 - Present University of Pittsburgh 

University of Pittsburgh Hillman 
Cancer Center 

Faculty, Biobehavioral 
Oncology Program 

   
9/2015 - 5/2017 Massachusetts General Hospital 

Psychiatry Department 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

   
1/2011 - 8/2015 University of Pittsburgh 

School of Nursing 
Pre-doctoral Fellow 

   
Non-Academic Institution Position 
9/2008 – 8/2009 Private organization 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Home Health Aid 

9/2007 – 9/2008 Target Corporation 
Minneapolis, MN 

Business Analyst 
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Certification and Licensure 

Medical or Other Professional Licensure  
  
2011 – Present Pennsylvania State Board of 

Nursing 
RN-624433 

   
 

Membership in Professional and Scientific Societies 

2018 – Pres 
2021 – Present 

National Palliative Care Research Center  
Grant Review Committee 

2015 – Pres 
2021 – Present 

Palliative Care Research Cooperative  
Membership Committee 

2013 – Pres Graduate Nursing Student Academy  
2013 – 2014 Appointed to Leadership Council of the American Association of 

Colleges of Nursing  
2013 – 2015 Invited to Policy Committee 
2018 – 2020 Mentor to GNSA Liaison PhD students 

2012 – Present Sigma Theta Tau International Honors Society – Eta Chapter  
2011 – Present Eastern Nursing Research Society 

2013 – 2014 Founder and Co-Director of the Doctoral Student Group of the 
Eastern Nursing Research Society 

2016 – 2021 Founder and Co-Chair of the Palliative Care Research Interest 
Group 

2011 – 2015 Midwest Nursing Research Society 
2011 – Present Oncology Nursing Society 

2017 Invited Member, Oncology Nursing Society Research Think Tank 
2018 – 2020 
 
2018 – Present  

Appointed to Oncology Nursing Society Congress Planning 
Committee – Research Track 
Abstract reviewer 

2020 – Present 
2021 
2022 – Present 

Grant reviewer 
Academic Scholarship Taskforce Member 
Academic Scholarship Committee Chair 

  
Honors and Awards 

2022 Electus Faculty Member – Frederick Honors College, University of 
Pittsburgh 

2022 Nightingale Awards of Pennsylvania – Nursing Education (Academia) 
2022 Visiting Scholar at the University of Alabama – Birmingham through 

the Palliative Research Center 
2021 UPMC Hillman Cancer Center Junior Scholar Award – Population 

Science 
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2020 Selected to participate in the Oncology Nursing Society Nurse 
Scientist Intensive 

2019 Gold Award for Healthcare Games - International Serious Play Award 
Program – Strong Together 

2018 Selected to participate in the Health Sciences Leadership Academy for 
Early Career Faculty at the University of Pittsburgh  

2015 – 2017 Selected as a Jonas Policy Scholar of the American Academy of 
Nursing Women’s Health Expert Panel 

2015 Leadership and Service Award from the Graduate and Professional 
Student Government of the University of Pittsburgh 

2015 Poster Award winner at the Women in Medicine and Science Forum 
2014 – 2016 Selected as an inaugural fellow with the GetWellNetwork and O’Neil 

Center 
2014 2nd Place Oral Presentation at Women’s Cancer Research Center 

Scientific Retreat 
2013 – 2014 Jonas Salk Fellowship in Health Careers Future 
2013 – 2015  Inaugural member and Liaison Coordinator for the Graduate Nursing 

Student Academy of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
2013 Swigart/Gold Scholarship for nursing ethics 
2013 – 2015 NIH/NINR National Research Pre-Doctoral Award (F31 NR014066): 

“Development and Validation of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 
Female Cancer Survivors” 

2013 – 2015 American Cancer Society Doctoral Degree Scholarship in Cancer 
Nursing (DSCN-14-077-01-SCN) 

2013 – 2015 Oncology Nursing Foundation Doctoral Student Award and 
Scholarship 

2013 Nightingale Awards of Pennsylvania PhD Degree Award and 
Scholarship 

2013 Rosemary Berkel Crisp/Sigma Theta Tau International Research 
Award  

2012 2nd Place Student Poster at Oncology Nursing Society Connections 
Conference 

2012 Bessie Li Sze Scholarship for Oncology Graduate Students 
2012 Selected as one of top ten submitted abstracts for International 

Ovarian Cancer Symposium  
2012 Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Minno Student Resource Award 
2012 Midwest Nursing Research Society Graduate Student Research Award 
2011 – 2012 Judith A. Erlen Nursing PhD Student Research Fund Endowment 
2011 – 2013 National Institute of Nursing Research Institutional Training Program 

(T32) Awardee, Cancer Survivorship (NR011972): Interdisciplinary 
Training of Nurse Scientists in Cancer Survivorship Research 

2010 Sigma Theta Tau Scholarship Award for leadership in nursing studies 
2009 B.K. Family Scholarship Award 
2007 – Present Phi Beta Kappa Member 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Peer-Reviewed Publications 

Legend:  * = Data-based   § = Senior-authored   # = Non-peer reviewed & = Trainee or student 
 

1. * Hagan, T. L., & Donovan, H. D. (2013). Self-advocacy and cancer: A concept analysis. 
Journal of Advanced Nursing, 69(10), 2348-2359. PMID: 23347224 

2. * Hagan, T. L., & Donovan, H. D. (2013). Ovarian cancer survivors’ experiences of self-
advocacy: A focus group study. Oncology Nursing Forum, 40(2), 140-147. PMID: 
23454476 

-Publication selected for Oncology Nursing Forum Journal Club 
3. Hagan, T. L., & Cohen, S. M. (2014). A literary analysis of global female identity, health, 

and equity. Advances in Nursing Science, 37(3), 235-248. PMID: 25102214 
4. # Hagan, T. L. (2014). Measurements in quantitative research: How to select and report 

instruments. Oncology Nursing Forum, 41(4), 431-433. PMID: 24969252 
5. * Hagan, T. L., & Medberry, E. (2015). Patient education vs. patient experiences of self-

advocacy: Changing the discourse to support cancer survivors. Journal of Cancer 
Education, 31(2), 375-381. PMID: 25846573 

6. *& Donovan, H. S., Hagan, T. L., Campbell, G. B., Rosenbaum, L., Boisen, M. M., 
Edwards, R. P., Bovbjerg, D. H., & Horn, C. C. (2016). Nausea as a sentinel symptom for 
broader side-effects on the gut-brain axis among women receiving cytotoxic chemotherapy 
for recurrent ovarian cancer: An exploratory analysis. Supportive Care in Cancer, 24(6), 
2635-2642. PMID: 26746209 

7. * Campbell, G. B., Hagan, T. L., Gilbertson-White, S., Houze, M., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2016). Cancer and treatment-related symptoms are associated with mobility disability in 
women with ovarian cancer: A cross-sectional study. Gynecological Oncology, 143(3), 
578-583. PMID: 276582 

8. * Hay, C. M., Courtney-Brooks, M., Lefkowits, C., Hagan, T. L., Edwards, R. P., & 
Donovan, H. S. (2016). Symptom management in women with recurrent ovarian cancer: 
Do patients and clinicians agree on what symptoms are most important? Gynecological 
Oncology, 143(2), 367-370. PMID: 27531571 

9. * Hagan, T. L., Cohen, S. M., Stone, C. A., & Donovan, H. S. (2016). Theoretical to 
tangible: Creating a measure of self-advocacy among female cancer survivors. Journal of 
Nursing Measurement, 24(3), 428-441. PMID: 28714448 

10. * Hay, C. M., Courtney-Brooks, M., Lefkowitz, C., Hagan, T., Edwards, R., Donovan, H. 
(2016). Symptom management in women with recurrent ovarian cancer: Do patients and 
providers agree on what symptoms are most important? [Abstract]. Journal of Clinical 
Oncology, 141(1), e165. 

11. * Hagan, T. L., Rosenzweig, M. Q., Zorn, K. K., van Londen, G. J., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2017). Perspectives on survivor self-advocacy: Comparing survivors’ and providers’ 
perceived uses, benefits, and drawbacks. Oncology Nursing Forum, 44(1), 52-59. PMID: 
28060470 

12. * Hagan, T. L., Arida, J. A., Hughes, S. H., & Donovan, H. S. (2017). Creating 
individualized symptom management goals and strategies for cancer-related fatigue for 
patients with recurrent ovarian cancer. Cancer Nursing, 40(4), 305-313. PMID: 27333127 
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13. * Hagan, T. L., Fishbein, J. N., Nipp, R. D., Jacobs, J. M., Traeger, L., Irwin, K. E., Pirl, 
W. F., Greer, J. A., Park, E. R., Jackson, V. A., & Temel, J. S. (2017). Coping in patients 
with incurable lung and gastrointestinal cancers: A validation study of the Brief COPE. 
Journal of Pain and Symptom Management, 53(1), 131-138. PMID: 27725249 

14. Taylor, D., Olshansky, E., F., Woods, N. F., Johnson-Mallard, V., Safreit, B. J., & Hagan, 
T. L. (2017). Political interference in sexual and reproductive health research and health 
professional education. Nursing Outlook, 65(2), 242-245. PMID: 28363310 

15. *& Hagan, T. L., Belcher, S. M., & Donovan, H. S. (2017). Mind the mode: Differences 
in paper vs. web-based survey modes among women with cancer. Journal of Pain and 
Symptom Management, 54(3), 368-375. PMID: 28711752 

16. Lim, C., Temel, J., Greer, J., Jackson, V., Hagan, T. L., Tadmor, A., MacDonald, J., 
Gallagher, E., Eusebio, J., & Park, E. (2017). Qualitative research in palliative care: 
Applications to clinical trials work. Journal of Palliative Medicine, 20(8), 857-861. PMID: 
28388341 

17. *& Hagan, T. L., Schmidt, K., Ackison, G., Murphy, M., & Jones, J. (2017). Not the last 
word: Dissemination strategies for patient-centered research in nursing. Journal of Nursing 
Research, 22(5), 388-402. PMID: 29081824 

18. * Hagan, T. L., Gilbertson-White, S., Cohen, S. M., Temel, J. S., Greer, J. A., & 
Donovan, H. S. (2018). Symptom burden and self-advocacy: Exploring the relationship 
among female cancer survivors. Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing, 22(1), E23-E30. 
PMID: 29350706 

19. * Hagan, T. L., Cohen, S. M., Rosenzweig, M., Zorn, K., Stone, C., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2018). The Female Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship Scale: A validation study. 
Journal of Advanced Nursing, 74(4), 976-987. PMID: 29117439 

20. Hagan, T. L., Xu, J., Lopez, R. P., & Bressler, T. (2018). Nursing's role in leading 
palliative care: A call to action. Nursing Education Today, 61, 216-219. PMID: 29245101 

21. *Hoerger, M., Greer, J. A., Jackson, V. A., Park, E. R., Pirl, W. F., El-Jawahri, A., 
Gallagher, E. R., Hagan, T., Jacobsen, J., Perry, L. M., & Temel, J. S. (2018). Defining 
the elements of early palliative care that are associated with patient-reported outcomes and 
the delivery of end-of-life care. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 36(11), 1096-1102. PMID: 
29474102 

22. * Thomas, T. H., Nauth-Shelley, K., Thompson, M. A., Attai, D. J., Katz, M. S., Graham, 
D., Sparacio, D., Lizaso, C., Utengen, A., & Dizon, D. (2018). Tweeting about the cancer 
survivorship experience: Ovarian cancer survivors’ needs post-treatment. Journal of 
Patient-Centered Research and Reviews, 5(2), 149-157. PMID: 31413999 

23. Perez, G. A., Rose, K. M., Caceres, B. A., Spurlock, W., Bowers, B., Lutz, B.,… Hagan, 
T. L., …& Reinhard, S. C. (2018). Position statement: Policies to support family 
caregivers. Nursing Outlook, 66(3), 337-340. PMID: 29887190 

24. * Xu, J., Francis, L., Dine, J., & Thomas, T. H. (2018). Unique experiences of direct entry 
BSN-PhD nursing students: A Delphi study. Nurse Education Today, 69, 30-34. PMID: 
30007144 

25. * Hand, L. C., Thomas, T. H., Belcher, S., Campbell, G., Lee, Y. J., Roberge, M., Lizaso, 
C., Sparacio, D., & Donovan, H. S. (2018). Caregiving is a marathon, not a road race: 
Reenvisioning caregiver support services in gynecological cancer. International Journal of 
Gynecological Cancer, 28(9), 1722-1727. PMID: 30325785 
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26. *& Thomas, T. H., de Rooij, B. H., (co-first authors), Post, K. E., Flanagan, J., Ezendam, 
N. P. M., Peppercorn, J., & Dizon, D. S. (2018). Survivorship care planning in 
gynecological oncology: Perspectives from patients, caregivers, and health care providers. 
Journal of Cancer Survivorship, 12(6) ,762-774. PMID: 30209681 

27. *& Thomas, T. H., Jackson, V. A., Carlson, H., Rinaldi, S., Sousa, A., Hansen, A., 
Kamdar, M., Jacobsen, J., Park, E. R., Pirl, W. F., Temel, J. S., & Greer, J. A. (2019). 
Communication differences between oncologists and palliative care clinicians: A 
qualitative analysis of early, integrated palliative care in patients with advanced cancer. 
Journal of Palliative Medicine, 22(1), 41-49. PMID: 30359204 

28. * Thomas, T. H., McLaughlin, M., Hayden, M., Shumaker, E., Trybus, J., Myers, E., 
Zabiegalski, A., & Cohen, S. M. (2019). Teaching patients with advanced cancer to self-
advocate: The development and acceptability of the Strong Together™ serious game. 
Games for Health Journal, 8(1), 55-63. PMID: 30763132 

29. Martsolf, G. R., & Thomas, T. H. (2019). Integrating policy philosophy into health policy 
education. Policy, Politics, & Nursing Practice. PMID: 30600757 

30. * Hand, L., Thomas, T. H., Belcher, S., Campbell, G., Lee, Y. J., Roberge, M., & 
Donovan, H. S. (2019). Defining essential elements of caregiver support in gynecologic 
cancers utilizing the modified Delphi Method. Journal of Oncology Practice, 15(4), e369-
e381. PMID: 30849004 

31. *§& Arida, J. A., Bressler, T., Moran, S., D’Arpino, S., Carr, A., & Hagan, T. L. (2019). 
Mothering with advanced ovarian cancer: "You've got to find that little thing that's going 
to make you strong.” Cancer Nursing, 42(4), E54-E60. PMID: 29489476 

32. *§ Mady, L. J., Lyu, L., Owoc, M. S., Peddada, S. D., Thomas, T. H., Sabik, L. M., ... & 
Nilsen, M. L. (2019). Understanding financial toxicity in head and neck cancer survivors. 
Oral Oncology, 95, 187-193. PMID: 31345389 

33. * Campbell, G., Boisen, M., Hand, L., Lee, Y., Lersch, N., Roberge, M., Suchonic, B., 
Thomas, T., & Donovan, H. (2020). Integrating family caregiver support into a 
gynecologic oncology practice: An ASCO Quality Training Program project. Journal of 
Oncology Practice, 16(3), e264-e270. PMID: 31496394 

34. * Thomas, T. H., Puskar, K., & Martsolf, G. (2020). How to engage nursing students in 
health policy: Results of a survey assessing students’ competencies, experiences, interests, 
and values. Policy, Politics, & Nursing Practice, 21(1), 12-20. PMID: 31825727 

35. *& Thomas, T. H., Sivakumar, V., Babichenko, D., Grieve, V. L. B., & Klem, M. L. 
(2020). Mapping behavioral health serious game interventions for adults with chronic 
illness: Scoping review. JMIR Serious Games, 8(3), e18687. PMID: 32729836 

36. *Thomas, T., Campbell, G. B., Lee, Y. J., Roberge, M., Kent, E. E., Steel, J. L., 
Posluszny, D. M., Arida, J. A., Belcher, S. M., Sherwood, P. R., Donovan, H. (2020). 
Priorities to improve cancer caregiving: Report of a caregiver stakeholder workshop. 
Journal of Supportive Care in Cancer, 29(5), 2423-2434. PMID: 32918611 

37. Thomas, T. H., Donovan, H., Rosenzweig, M., Bender, C., & Schenker, Y. (2021). A 
conceptual framework of self-advocacy in women with cancer. Advances in Nursing 
Science, 44(1), E1-E13. PMID: 33181568 

38. *& Lynch, M. P., Kagan, S. H., Thomas, T., H., & Fennimore, L. (2021) Analysis of age-
friendly cancer care readiness. Oncology Nursing Forum, 48(3), 333-340. PMID: 
33856000 
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39. * Lee, Y. J., Jang, H., Campbell, G., Carenini, G., Thomas, T. H., & Donovan, H. (2021). 
Identifying language features associated with needs of ovarian cancer patients and 
caregivers using social media. Cancer Nursing, 45(3), E639-E645. PMID: 33577203 

40. *& Thomas, T. H., Althouse, A., Sigler, L., Arnold, R., Chu, E., White, D. B., 
Rosenzweig, M., Smith, K., Smith, T. J., & Schenker, Y. (2021). Stronger therapeutic 
alliance is associated with better quality of life among patients with advanced cancer. 
Psycho-Oncology, 30(7), 1086-1094. PMID: 33547717 

41. * Khalil, B., Mady, L. J., Schwarzbach, H. L., Sabik, L. M., Thomas, T. H., McCoy, J. L., 
& Tobey, A. (2021). Exploring caregiver burden and financial toxicity in caregivers of 
tracheostomy-dependent children. International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology, 
(145), 110713. PMID: 33882339 

42. *Baddour, K., Fadel, M., Zhao, M., Corcoran, M., Owoc, M. S., Thomas, T. H., ... & 
Mady, L. J. (2021). The cost of cure: Examining objective and subjective financial toxicity 
in head and neck cancer survivors. Head & Neck, 43(10), 3062-3075. PMID: 34235804 

43. *& Sigler, L. E., Althouse, A. D., Thomas, T. H., Arnold, R. M., White, D., Smith, T. J., 
... & Schenker, Y. (2021). Effects of an oncology nurse-led, primary palliative care 
intervention (CONNECT) on illness expectations among patients with advanced cancer. 
JCO Oncology Practice, 18(4), e504-e515. PMID: 34767474 

44. *& Thomas, T. H., Hadley, M., & Nilsen, M. L. (2022). “I pretty much followed the law, 
and there weren’t any decisions to make”: A qualitative study of self-advocacy 
experiences of men with cancer. Nursing & Health Sciences, (1), 34-43. PMID: 34850513 

45. * Donovan, H. S., Sereika, S. M., Wenzel, L. B., Edwards, R. P., Knapp, J. E., Hughes, S. 
H., ...Thomas, T. H., … & Ward, S. E. (2022). Effects of the WRITE Symptoms 
Interventions on symptoms and quality of life among patients with recurrent ovarian 
cancers: An NRG Oncology/GOG study (GOG-0259). Journal of Clinical Oncology, 
40(13):1464-1473. PMID: 35130043 

46. Azizoddin, D. R., & Thomas, T. H. (2022). Game changer: Is palliative care ready for 
serious games? JCO Clinical Cancer Informatics, 6, e2200003. PMID: 35482999 

47. *Thomas, T. H., Taylor, S., Rosenzweig, M., Schenker, Y., & Bender, C. (2022). Self-
advocacy behaviors and needs in women with advanced cancer: Assessment and 
differences by patient characteristics. International Journal of Behavioral Medicine. 
PMID: 35794411 

48. *& Thomas, T. H., Go, K., Go, K., McKinley, N. J., Dougherty, K. R., You, K. L., & Lee, 
Y. J. (2022). Empowerment through technology: A systematic evaluation of the content 
and quality of mobile applications to empower individuals with cancer. International 
Journal of Medical Informatics. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmedinf.2022.104782 PMID: 
35525126 

49. *& Thomas, T. H., Bender, C., Rosenzweig, M., Taylor, S., Sereika, S. M., Babichenko, 
D., ... & Schenker, Y. (2023). Testing the effects of the Strong Together self-advocacy 
serious game among women with advanced cancer: Protocol for the STRONG randomized 
clinical trial. Contemporary Clinical Trials, 107003. PMID: 36379436 

50. *& Thomas, T. H., Murray, P. J., Rosenzweig, M., Taylor, S., Brufsky, A., Bender, C., 
Larkin, M., & Schenker, Y. (In press). “I was never one of those people who just jumped 
right in for me”: Patient perspectives on self-advocacy training for women with advanced 
cancer. Journal of Supportive Care in Cancer, 31(1), 96. PMID: 36598659 



 
November 2023 

 

 Teresa Hagan Thomas, PhD, RN Page 9 of 28 

 

51. *Healy, P., You, K. L., Xu, A., Thomas, T. H., & Babichenko, D. (2022). A narrative 
serious game to teach self-advocacy skills in advanced cancer. Procedia Computer 
Science, 206, 162-172. 

52. Wilkenfeld, D., & Thomas, T. H. (In press). What are we asking patients to do? A critical 
ethical review of the limits of patient self-advocacy in the oncology setting. The New 
Bioethics. PMID: 36377241 

53. *§& You, K.-L., Delaney, R. K., McKinley, N., Healy, P., & Thomas, T. H. (2023). Who 
engages and why it matters? Describing participant engagement in a serious game 
intervention for patients with advanced cancer. International Journal of Gaming and 
Computer-Mediated Simulations, 15(1), doi.org/10.4018/IJGCMS.316968. 

54. *Thomas, T. H., Bender, C., Donovan, H. S., Murray, P. J., Taylor, S., Rosenzweig, M., 
Sereika, S. M., Brufsky, A., & Schenker, Y. (In press). The feasibility, acceptability, and 
preliminary efficacy of a self-advocacy serious game for women with advanced breast or 
gynecologic cancer. Cancer.  

55. *§& Bell, S., Bergeron, R., Murray, P. J., Gazaway, S., & Thomas, T. H. (In press). 
Describing self-advocacy in underrepresented women with advanced cancer. Oncology 
Nursing Forum. 

56. *§& You, K. L., Cummings, M., Bender, C. M., Fennimore, L. A., Rosenzweig, M. Q., 
Dierkes, A., Raina, K., & Thomas, T. H. (2023). A scoping review on work experiences of 
nurses after being diagnosed with cancer. Oncology Nursing Forum. 

 
Invited Published Papers 

 
1. & Thomas, T. H., Hughes, T., Mady, L., & Belcher, S. (2019). Financial toxicity: A state 

of the science and nursing opportunities. Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing, 23(5), 5-
13. PMID: 31538991 

2. § & Alsbrook, K., Wesmiller, S., Donovan, H., & Thomas, T. H. (2022). Oncology 
nurses’ role in promoting patient self-advocacy. Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing, 
26(3), 239-243. PMID: 35604742 

 

 
Published Abstracts 
 
Legend: * = Data-Based   § = Senior-authored   & = Trainee or student included 
 

1. * Hagan, T. L., Knapp, J., Guo, J., Hughes, S., Roberge, M., Klein, S., Ward, S., Happ, M. 
B., & Donovan, H. S. (2012). Ovarian cancer survivors’ experiences of self-advocacy: A 
focus group study [Abstract]. International Journal of Gynecologic Oncology. 

2. * Hagan, T., Baldys, B., & Donovan, H.S. (2013). Self-advocacy among ovarian cancer 
survivors: A discourse analysis [Abstract]. Nursing Research, 62(2), e52-53. 

3. * Hagan, T., Cohen, S., Rosenzweig, M., Stone, C., Zorn, K., & Donovan, H.S. (2014). 
Reliability of the Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship Scale [Abstract]. Nursing 
Research, 63(2) e49-e50. 

4. *& Belcher, S., Arida, J., Campbell, G., Hagan, T., Skrovanek, E., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2015). Exploring well-being, social support, and financial vulnerability in women with 
recurrent ovarian cancer who report more than one primary cancer diagnosis within the past 
3 years [Abstract]. Nursing Research, 64(2), e68-e68. 
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5. *& Skrovanek, E., Hagan, T., Campbell, G., Belcher, S., Arida, J., Ackison, G., & 
Donovan, H. (2015). Influence of causal attributions on cancer-related distress [Abstract]. 
Nursing Research, 64(2), e126-e127. 

6. * Campbell, G., Hagan, T., & Donovan, H. (2015). Prevalence and predictors of symptom-
related disability in women with ovarian cancer [Abstract]. Archives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, 96(10), e43. 

7. * Hagan, T. L., Cohen, S. M., Rosenzweig, M., Zorn, K., Stone, C., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2016). The Female Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship Scale: Validating a new 
measure to support patient voice and engagement [Abstract]. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 
34(3), 96. 

8. * Rabin, J., Perez, G.K., Hall, D.L., Hagan, T.L., Quain, K., Jimenez, R., Park, E.R., 
Peppercorn, J. (2017). Prevalence and predictors of fear of recurrence among adult patients 
with cancer [Abstract]. Psycho-Oncology, 26, e75 

9. * Donovan, H. S., Wenzel, L., Sereika, S., Ward, S. E., Edwards, R. P., Penson, R. T., & 
Hagan, T. (2017). Defining priority symptoms in recurrent ovarian cancer: A comparison 
of four different criteria from a Gynecologic Oncology Group study (GOG 259) [Abstract]. 
Gynecologic Oncology, 145, 25. 

10. *§& Bressler, T., Arida, J. A., D’Arpino, S., Moran, S., Carr, A., & Hagan, T. L. (2017). 
Mothering with advanced cancer: “You’ve got to find that little thing that’s going to make 
you strong” [Abstract]. Nursing Research, 66(2) e69. 

11. * Hoerger, M., Temel, J. S., Jackson, V. A., Park, E. R., Pirl, W. F., El-Jawahri, A., 
Gallagher, E. R., Hagan, T., Jacobsen, J., Perry, L. M., & Greer, J. A. (2017). Defining the 
elements of early palliative care (PC) that are associated with patient-reported outcomes 
(PROs) and the delivery of end-of-life (EOL) care [Abstract]. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 
35(31), e154.  

12. *§& Bressler, T., Arida, J. A., D’Arpino, S., Moran, S., Carr, A., & Hagan, T. L. (2017). 
Mothering with advanced cancer: “You’ve got to find that little thing that’s going to make 
you strong” [Abstract]. Nursing Research, 66(2), e69.  

13. *& Hand, L., Campbell, G., Thomas, T. H., Belcher, S., Lee, Y. J., Roberge, M., & 
Donovan, H. S. (2018). Essential elements of caregiver support in gynecologic oncology 
[Abstract]. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 36(Suppl. 30), 160. 

14. Campbell, G. B., Boisen, M. M., Hand, L. C., Lee, Y. J., Lersch, N., Roberge, M. C., 
Suchonic, B., Thomas, T. H., Donovan, H. S. (2019). Family caregiver needs assessment 
in a gynecologic oncology practice: An ASCO Quality Training Program project [Abstract]. 
Journal of Clinical Oncology, 37(27), e178. 

15. *& Thomas, T. H., de Rooij, B., Post, K. E., Flanagan, J., Peppercorn, J., & Dizon, D. 
(2019). Survivorship care planning in gynecologic oncology: Perspectives from patients, 
caregivers and health care providers [Abstract]. Obstetrical & Gynecological Survey, 74(1), 
e25-26.  

16. *& Thomas, T. H., Bender, C., Rosenzweig, M., Donovan, H. S., You, K. L., Bergeron, 
R., Sivakumar, V., & Schenker, Y. (2021). Self-advocacy behaviors and needs in women 
with advanced cancer: Assessment and differences by social determinants of health 
[Abstract]. Oncology Nursing Forum. 

*Selected as a top abstract. 
17. §*You, K., L., Schenker, Y. Bender, C., McKinley, N., Rosenzweig, M. & Thomas, T. H. 

(2021). Describing cancer survivors’ engagement in a serious game intervention: Who 
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engages and why it matters [Abstract]. Oncology Nursing Forum. 
18. *& Thomas, T. H., Bender, C., Rosenzweig, M., Donovan, H. S., & Schenker, Y. (2021). 

The feasibility and preliminary efficacy of a self-advocacy serious game intervention for 
women with advanced breast or gynecologic cancer: A pilot randomized clinical trial 
[Abstract]. Oral presentation presented in the 46th Annual Oncology Nursing Society 
Congress, held by Oncology Nursing Society. Oncology Nursing Forum.  

19. §*You, K.L., Schenker, Y., Bender, C., McKinley, Rosenzweig, M., Donovan, H., & 
Thomas, T. H. (2021, April). A comparison of the experiences of cancer survivors who are 
healthcare professionals with non-healthcare professionals: How are healthcare providers’ 
needs different? Oral presentation presented in the 46th Annual Oncology Nursing Society 
Congress. Oncology Nursing Forum. 

 
 
Reviews, Proceedings, Monographs  
 

1. Campbell, G., Thomas, T. H., Hand, L., Lee, Y. J., Taylor, S. E., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2019). Caring for survivors of gynecologic cancer: Assessment and management of long-
term and late effects. Seminars in Oncology Nursing, 35(2), 192-201. 

 
  

Book Chapters 
 
Legend:  * = Invited book chapter 
 

1. * Donovan, H.S., & Hagan, T. L. (2015). Gynecologic oncology. In J. Holland, W. 
Breitbart, P. Jacobsen, M. Lederberg, M. Loscalzo, R. McCorkle (Eds.), Psycho-
Oncology (pp. 120-127). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

2. * Lopez, R., & Hagan, T. L. (2019). Urinary frequency. In K. L. Dick & T. M. Buttaro 
(Eds.), Case Studies in Geriatric Primary Care and Multimorbidity Management, 1e. (pp. 
230-240). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier Inc. 

 
Inventions 
 

1. Strong Together serious game. (2018). Developed in collaboration with Simcoach 
Games, UPMC – Passavant, and Massachusetts General Hospital. 

 
Other Publications 
 

1. Altdoerffler, K., Crosby, K., Dowling, E., Emma, E., Hagan, T. L., Hoffman, S., Leger, 
M., Lewis, M., & Smith, T. L. (2015). Supporting the next generation of nurse leaders: 
Graduate Nursing Student Academy. American Nurse Today, 10(6). 

2. McLemore, M., Burton, C., Shattell, M., Hagan, T., Berg, J., Johnson-Mallard, V., 
Bamberger, D., & Taylor, D. (2016, March). Examining what’s at stake: The Supreme 
Court, nurses and abortion care provision, The Huffington Post. 
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RESEARCH 

Principal Investigator: 
Current Research 

 

  
Funding Agency: NIH/National Cancer Institute 
Grant Number: R37 CA262025 
Title of Grant: Efficacy of a self-advocacy serious game intervention for women 

with advanced cancer 
Principal Investigator: Teresa Hagan Thomas 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2021 – 6/2026 
Total Amount Awarded $3,835,785 
Details Impact Score: 18; Percentile: 2nd 
  
Funding Agency: University of Pittsburgh Central Research Development Fund 
Grant Type: Internal Funding 
Title of Grant: Defining How Men with Cancer Advocate for their Needs: A 

Mixed Methods Exploratory Study 
Principal Investigator: Thomas, T. H.  
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 9/2018 – 6/2023 
Total Amount Awarded $18,000 
  
Funding Agency: University of Pittsburgh, School of Nursing Women’s Health 

Research Hub 
Grant Type: Internal Funding 
Title of Grant: Self-Advocacy and Improving Maternal Health of Pregnant Black 

Women 
Principal Investigator: Thomas, T. H. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2021 – 6/2023 
Total Amount Awarded $7,500 

  
  

Principal Investigator: 
Pending Research 

 

  
Principal Investigator: 
Previous Research 

 

  
Funding Agency: University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing, Judith A. Erlen 

Nursing PhD Student Research Award 
Title of Grant: Defining Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship: A Content 

Analysis 



 
November 2023 

 

 Teresa Hagan Thomas, PhD, RN Page 13 of 28 

 

Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 9/2011 – 8/2012 
Total Amount Awarded: $572 
  
Funding Agency: Nightingale Awards of Pennsylvania, Doctoral Student Research 

Award 
Title of Grant: Development of the Reliability of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 

Female Cancer Survivors 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 9/2013 – 8/2014 
Total Amount Awarded: $1,000 
  
Funding Agency: Oncology Nursing Foundation, Doctoral Student Award 
Title of Grant: Development of the Reliability of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 

Female Cancer Survivors 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 9/2013 – 8/2014 
Total Amount Awarded: $5,000 
  
Funding Agency: Sigma Theta Tau International, Rosemary Berkel Crisp Research 

Award 
Title of Grant: Development of the Reliability of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 

Female Cancer Survivors 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 6/2013 – 5/2014 
Total Amount Awarded: $5,000 
  
Funding Agency: NIH/NINR 
Grant Number: F31 NR014066 
Title of Grant: Development and Validation of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 

Female Cancer Survivors 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2013 – 7/2015 
Total Amount Awarded: $98,624 

  
Funding Agency: American Cancer Society, Doctoral Scholarship in Cancer 

Nursing 
Grant Number: DSCN-14-077-01-SCN 
Title of Grant: Development and Validation of a Measure of Self-Advocacy in 

Female Cancer Survivors 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
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Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2014 – 7/2015 
Total Amount Awarded: $30,000 

  
Funding Agency: The Rockefeller University’s Heilbrunn Family Center for 

Research Nursing, Heilbrunn Nurse Scholar Award 
Title of Grant: Strong Together: A Serious Game to Promote Self-Advocacy 

Among Women with Cancer 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2016 – 6/2018 
Total Amount Awarded: $25,000 
  
Funding Agency: Beckwith Institute, Clinical Transformations Program 
Title of Grant: Developing a Serious Game to Promote Self-Advocacy among 

Women with Cancer 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. and McLaughlin, M. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI (multiple) 
Years Inclusive: 7/2016 – 05/2018 
Total Amount Awarded: $30,000 
  
Funding Agency: Center for Research Evaluation, University of Pittsburgh School 

of Nursing 
Grant Type: Internal Funding 
Title of Grant: Piloting a Serious Game to Improve Self-Advocacy among 

Women with Advanced Cancer 
Principal Investigator: Thomas, Teresa Hagan 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 1/2018 – 12/2020 
Total Amount Awarded $16,000 
  
Funding Agency: Sigma Theta Tau International & Hospice and Palliative Nurses 

Association 
Grant Type: Foundation Grant 
Title of Grant: Promoting Patient Self-Advocacy and Nurse Empowerment in the 

Clinical Encounter 
Principal Investigator: Hagan, T. L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 8/2017 – 7/2020 
Total Amount Awarded $10,000 

  
Funding Agency: American Cancer Society 
Grant Type: Mentored Research Scholar Grant MRSG-18-051-01-PCSM 
Title of Grant: Strong Together: Piloting a Serious Game to Improve Self-

Advocacy 
Principal Investigator: Thomas, T. H.  
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Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2018 – 6/2023 
Percent Effort 75% 
Total Amount Awarded $729,000 
  
Funding Agency: National Palliative Care Research Grant 
Grant Type: Career Development Award 
Title of Grant: Strong Together: Piloting a Serious Game to Improve Self-

Advocacy 
Principal Investigator: Thomas, T. H.  
Thomas Role on Grant: PI 
Years Inclusive: 7/2018 – 12/2021 
Total Amount Awarded N/A (Overlap with American Cancer Society Grant) 
  
Funding Agency: Nursing Research Award, Mount Sinai Health System 
Grant Type: Internal Funding 
Title of Grant: Addressing the Costs of Care: Describing the Financial Needs 

and Preferences of Patients with Advanced Cancer 
Principal Investigator: Toby Bressler and Teresa Hagan Thomas 
Thomas Role on Grant: Co-PI (T. Bressler, Co-PI) 
Years Inclusive: 5/2018 – 4/2022 
Total Amount Awarded $5,000 
  
  
Co-Investigator: 
Current Research 

 

Funding Agency: University of Pittsburgh: Momentum Seed Grant 
Title of Grant: A pilot study exploring self-advocacy as a health inequity factor 

in maternal mortality/maternal morbidity in pregnant Black 
women 

Principal Investigator: Braxter, B. 
Thomas Role on Grant: Co-I 
Years Inclusive: 7/2021 – 6/2022 
Total Amount Awarded: $10,959 
  
Co-Investigator: 
Previous Research 

 

Funding Agency: College of Arts, Media and Design, Northeastern University, 
Team Research and Creative Activity Grant 

Title of Grant: Embrace: An Innovative Social Game for Women with Cancer to 
Improve Self-Management Needs 

Principal Investigator: Harteveld, C. 
Hagan Role on Grant: Co-Investigator 
Years Inclusive: 7/2016 – 6/2018 
Total Amount Awarded: $10,000 
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Funding Agency: AAO-HNSF Health Services Research Grant 
Title of Grant: The Cost of Cure: Financial Toxicity in Head and Neck Cancer 

Survivorship 
Principal Investigator: Mady, L. 
Thomas Role on Grant: Co-I 
Years Inclusive: 7/2019 – 6/2021 
Total Amount Awarded: $10,000 
  
  

 

OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES 

Review Board 
 
2016 – Present Oncology Nursing Forum 
  
Manuscript Reviewer 
 
2013 – Present Qualitative Health Research 
2013 – Present 
2015 – Present 

Oncology Nursing Forum 
Rehabilitation Psychology 

2015 – Present Journal of Nursing Measurement 
2015 – Present 
2016 – Present  

Cancer 
Quality of Life Research 

2017 – Present Psycho-Oncology 
2020 – Present  Supportive Care in Cancer 
  
Grant Reviewer  
  
2011 – 2015 American Association of Neuroscience Nurses 
2018 – Present  American Nurses Foundation 
2018 – Present Nightingale Awards of Pennsylvania  
2020 – Present Oncology Nursing Foundation 
2021 – Present National Palliative Care Research Center 
  
Scholarship Reviewer 
 
2018 – Present Sigma Theta Tau International – Eta Chapter Undergraduate 

Scholarships 
  
Teaching  
  
2017 – 2018  Learning Essentials – Faculty Development in Evidence-Based 

Teaching 
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2018 Hybrid & Online Teaching and Learning Pathway Training for 
Faculty 

  
 

UNPUBLISHED PRESENTATIONS 

Legend:  * = Data-Based   § = Senior-authored   # = Non-peered reviewed & = Trainee or student      
[Invited] marked 

 
International 

1. *§ Hagan, T. L., Cohen, S. M., & Donovan, H. S. (2013, November). Development of the 
Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship Scale. Poster presentation. Sigma Theta Tau 
International 42nd Biennial Conference, Indianapolis, IN. 

2. § Bressler, T., Xu, J., & Hagan, T. L. (2017, July). Palliative care and the nurse’s role. 
Poster presentation at the 28th International Nursing Research Congress of the Sigma Theta 
Tau International, Dublin, Ireland. 

3. *§ Thomas, T. H., Cohen, S. M., Sereika, S., & Donovan, H. D. (2018, October). The 
longitudinal relationship between ovarian cancer survivors’ communication of priority 
symptoms and symptom severity: Establishing the need for appropriate symptom 
communication patterns. Poster presentation at State of the Art Conference of the European 
Society of Gynecological Oncology, Lyons, France. 

4. *§ Thomas, T. H., Bressler, T., (both contributed equally) Blank, S., Finkel, M., & Ruiz, 
M. M. (2022, July and August). Cost of care: Describing the financial needs and 
preferences of patients with advanced gynecologic cancer. Oral presentation at the 33rd 
International Nursing Research Congress of the Sigma Theta Tau International, Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 
 

National 
1. * Hagan, T. L., Sherwood, P., Bender, C., Cohen, S., Creighton, M., Sereika, S., & 

Donovan, H. S. (2011, May). A comparison of three methods of symptom cluster 
identification. Poster presented at the meeting of Symptom Mechanisms, Measurement, and 
Management: NINR/NIH – CC Joint Conference, Bethesda, MD. 

2. * Roberge, M., Klein, S., Hughes, S., Hagan, T. L., Knapp, J. E., & Donovan, H. S. (2011, 
August). Barriers and facilitators of administering an internet-based palliative care 
intervention to women with recurrent ovarian cancer. Poster presented at the Science of 
Compassion: Future Directions in End-of-Life and Palliative Care, Bethesda, MD. 

3. * Hagan, T. L., Roberge, M., Klein, S., Hughes, S., Kuo, C. W., & Donovan, H. S. (2011, 
October). Engagement in a symptom management intervention for ovarian cancer. Poster 
presented at the NINR 25th Anniversary: Bringing Science to Life: A Healthier Tomorrow, 
Bethesda, MD. 

4. * Hagan, T. L., Selin-Laine, P., Knapp, J., Guo, J., Roberge, M., Hughes, S., Klein, S., 
Ward, S., & Donovan, H. S. (2012, March). Previous symptom management experiences of 
women with recurrent ovarian cancer: A content analysis of a web-based intervention. 
Poster presented at the Midwest Nursing Research Society: 36th Annual Research 
Conference, Dearborn, MI. 
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5. * Hagan, T. L., Knapp, J., Guo, J., Hughes, S., Roberge, M., Klein, S., Ward, S., Happ, M. 
B., & Donovan, H. S. (2012, April). Cancer survivors’ experiences of self-advocacy: A 
focus group study. Poster presented at the Eastern Nursing Research Society: 24th Annual 
Scientific Sessions, New Haven, CT. 

6. * Donovan, H. S., Nolte, S., Wenzel, L., Knapp, J., Hughes, S., Klein, S., Roberge, M., 
Stein, H., Hagan, T. L., Sereika, S., Huang, H., Edwards, R., Zorn, K., Kim-Suh, H., 
Stipanovich, & Barnaby, L. (2012, September). Meeting the challenges of implementing 
multi-site, web-based nursing intervention trials. Symposium presentation at the Council 
for the Advancement of Nursing 2012 State of the Science Congress on Nursing Research, 
Washington, D. C. 

7. * Hagan, T. L., Hughes, S., Klein, S., Roberge, M., Knapp, J., Choi, C. W., Edwards, R., 
Bender, C., Sherwood, P., & Donovan, H. (2012, November). Individualized strategies for 
the management of cancer-related for fatigue of women with recurrent ovarian cancer. 
Poster presented at the 2012 Oncology Nursing Society Conference Connections: 
Advancing Care through Science, Phoenix, AZ. 

8. * Hagan, T. L., Terhorst, L., & Donovan, H. S. (2013, March). Psychometric properties of 
the Illness Perception Questionnaire-Revised among ovarian cancer survivors. Paper 
presentation at the Midwest Nursing Research Society 37th Annual Research Conference, 
Chicago, IL. 

9. *§& Skrovanek, E., & Hagan, T. L. (2014, April). The relationship between hair loss and 
other cancer-related symptoms among women with ovarian cancer. Paper presentation at 
the National Conference for Undergraduate Research, Lexington, KY. 

10. * Hagan, T. L., Cohen, S. M., Rosenzweig, M., Zorn, K., Stone, C., & Donovan, H. S. 
(2014, September). Reliability of the Self-Advocacy in Cancer Survivorship Scale. Oral 
presentation at the Women’s Cancer Research Center: Scientific Retreat, Farmington, PA. 

11. *& Hagan, T. L., Campbell, G., Ackison, G., Rosenblum, L., & Donovan, H. S. (2014, 
September). The relationship between communication of peripheral neuropathy and 
symptom representations. Oral presentation and symposium at the Council for the 
Advancement of Nursing Science: 2014 State of the Science Congress, Washington, D. C. 

12. * Hagan, T. L. (2017, March). Developing a serious game to promote self-advocacy in 
patients with cancer. Mount Sinai Hospital, Department of Population Health Science and 
Policy, New York, NY. [Invited] 

13. * Hagan, T. L. (2017, March). Financial toxicity in patients with cancer. Mount Sinai 
Hospital, Nursing Oncology Services, New York, NY. [Invited] 

14. * Thomas, T. H., McLaughlin, M., Ziccardi, S., Hayden, M., & Cohen, S. (2018, March). 
The gamification of empowerment: The Strong Together serious game to improve patient 
self-advocacy skills. Podium presentation at the American Nursing Association Conference, 
Orlando, FL. 

15. *§& Mak, M., McLaughlin, M., Cohen, S., Hayden, M., Shumaker, E., & Thomas, T. 
(2018, March). Teaching patients to self-advocate: The development and acceptability of 
the Strong Together™ serious game. Poster presented at the 2018 Sigma Theta Tau 
International - Eta Chapter Sigma Theta Tau International - Scholars Night, Pittsburgh, PA. 

16. Thomas, T. H. (2018, May). Non-physical distress of cancer treatment: Financial toxicity. 
Invited paper presentation at the Oncology Nursing Society Conference, Washington, D.C. 

-Presentation covered by MedScape on May 20, 2018, “Financial stress a key factor 
in cancer patient care plan” by M. Frellick (link) and the Oncology Nursing News 

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/896940
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on May 23, 2018, “Financial toxicity gaining momentum among patients with 
cancer” by K. Kosko (link) 
-Presentation selected for the Oncology Nursing Podcast, “Financial toxicity in 
patients with cancer” with C. Pirschel (link) 

17. * Hand, L. C., Taylor, S., Lefkowits, C., Thomas, T. H., Edwards, R. P., & Donovan H, S. 
(2018, June). Should symptom monitoring and reporting become standard care for ovarian 
cancer?: An exploratory analysis of GOG 259. Poster presented at the Western Association 
of Gynecologic Oncologists, Park City, UT. 

18. * Thomas, T. H. (2018, August). Treating financial toxicity in the clinical setting. Invited 
presentation at the Association of Community Cancer Clinics Conference: Washington, 
D.C. [Invited] 

19. *& Morris, J. L., Thomas, T. H., Chases, E. R., & Lingler, J. H. (2018, October). Sex 
differences in the perceptions of sleep quality: A qualitative analysis. Poster presented at 
the National Institutes of Health’s Research Conference on Sleep and the Health of Women, 
Bethesda, MD. 

20. * Hand, L. C., Campbell, G., Thomas, T. H., Lee, Y. J., Belcher, S., Roberge, M., & 
Donovan, H. (2018, November). Navigation as an essential element of caregiver support in 
gynecologic oncology. Poster presented at the Academy of Oncology Nurse & Patient 
Navigators Ninth Annual Navigation & Survivorship Conference, Dallas, TX. 

21. * Thomas, T. H., Schenker, Y., Cohen, S., Sereika, S., & Donovan, H. (2019, April). 
Symptom severity is negatively associated with symptom communication overtime among 
ovarian cancer survivors: Establishing the need for appropriate symptom communication. 
Paper presented at the meeting of the Oncology Nursing Society 44th Annual Congress, 
Anaheim, CA. 

22. *& Mady, L., Thomas, T. H., Meng, Z., Peddada, S. D., Corcoran, M., Lyu, L., Owoc, M. 
S., Nilsen, M. L., Sabik, L. M., & Johnson, J. (2019, May). Understanding financial toxicity 
in head and neck cancer survivors as a framework for shared decisions and avoidance of 
low-value care. Podium presentation at the AHNS 2019 Annual Meeting during the 
Combined Otolaryngology Spring Meeting, Austin, TX. 

23. * Thomas, T. H., Nilsen, M. L., Mady, L., Hughes, T. H., Scott, P., Sereika, S. (2019, 
August). The self-advocacy needs of men with cancer. Invited speaker at the Head and Neck 
Cancer Survivorship Symposium, Pittsburgh, PA. 

24. * Thomas, T. H., Donovan, H. S., Bender, C., Rosenzweig, M., & Schenker, Y. (2020, 
February). Patient self-advocacy: A framework for defining patient ability to engage in 
patient-centered cancer care. Podium presentation at Carol Carfang Nursing & Healthcare 
Ethics Conference, Clearwater, FL. 

25. * Thomas, T. H., Donovan, H. S., Bender, C., McLaughlin, M., & Schenker, Y. (2020, 
June). Testing a narrative serious game to improve cancer patient self-advocacy. Podium 
presentation at Serious Play Conference, Orlando, FL. 

26. Sigler LE, Althouse AD, Thomas T, Arnold RM, Smith TJ, Chu E, Bakitas MA, Schenker 
Y. (2021, February). The effects of an oncology nurse-led, primary palliative care 
intervention on illness understanding among patients with advanced cancer: A secondary 
analysis of the CONNECT randomized clinical trial. Poster presented at 2021 Annual 
Assembly of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 

27. *Bressler, T. & Thomas, T. H. (2022, July). Financial Burden in Patients Being Treated for 
Ovarian Cancer. Sigma Theta Tau International Conference; Edinburg, Scotland. 

https://www.oncnursingnews.com/conference-coverage/ons-2018/financial-toxicity-gaining-momentum-among-patients-with-cancer
https://open.spotify.com/episode/76uXDrFwkSahtwjIxWlOiH
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TEACHING 

Undergraduate Courses   
   

Year(s) Course Number & Title Role 
   
8/2014 – 8/2015 NUR 1128: Community Health 

Nursing Theory and Clinical Practicum 
(80-100 students) 

Teaching Fellow 

5/2018 – Present  NUR 1128: Community Health 
Nursing Theory and Clinical Practicum 
(5-8 students) 

Co-instructor 

5/2020 – Present NUR 1134: Transitions into Healthcare 
Practice (4-6 students) 

Co-instructor 

9/2022 – Present HON 1510: Health and the City (6-12 
students) 

Instructor 

   
Graduate Courses   
   
Year(s) Course Number & Title Role 
   
8/2017 – Present NUR 3012: Public Policy in Health 

Care (20-40 students) 
Instructor 

2013; 2019 – Present  NUR 2010: Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention (50-70 students) 

Teaching Fellow / 
Instructor 

2021  Diversity, Equity & Inclusion in 
Healthcare (50 students) 

Course Developer  

   
Guest Lecturer   
   
Year(s) Course Number & Title Role 
Undergraduate   
1/2011 – Present NUR 2134: Nursing Management of 

the Adult with Acute/Complex Health 
Problems 

Guest Lecturer 

Graduate   
2/2019 Stages of Behavioral Interventions in 

Cancer, Caregiving and/or End-of-Life 
(University of Utah) 

Guest Lecturer 

10/2018 NUR 3291: Responsibilities and 
Activities of a Scientist 

Guest Lecturer 
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2/2018 NRSG 7709: Qualitative Research 
Methods (Northeastern University) 

Guest Lecturer 

2015 N8440: Scientific Underpinnings of 
Nursing Science I (The Ohio State 
University) 

Guest Lecturer 

   
 

SERVICE 

 
National Service 
 
Research Grant Reviewer  
2021 – Pres  National Palliative Care Research Center 
2017 – Pres  Oncology Nursing Society 
2016 – Pres  American Nurses Foundation 
 
Conference Planning 
2019 – Pres Co-chair of the Caregiving Conference and Caregiver Workshop 
2018 – 2020 Oncology Nursing Society - Appointed to Oncology Nursing 

Society Congress Planning Committee - Research Track 
  
Research and Professional Organizations 

2021 Oncology Nursing Society – Academic Scholarship Task Force 
2021 - Pres Oncology Nursing Society – Academic Scholarship Chair 
2021 – Pres Palliative Care Research Center – Membership Committee 
2017 Oncology Nursing Society - Research Think Tank member 
2017 – Pres Oncology Nursing Society – Abstract reviewer 
  
Professional Development and Mentoring 
2013 – 2014 Graduate Nursing Student Academy - Appointed to Leadership 

Council of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing 
2013 – 2015 Graduate Nursing Student Academy - Invited to Policy Committee 
2018 – Pres Graduate Nursing Student Academy - Mentor to GNSA Liaison 

PhD students 
 

 
Local/Regional Service 
Professional Organizations 
2016 – 2021 Eastern Nursing Research Society - Founder and Co-Chair of the 

Palliative Care Research Interest Group 
2016 – Pres Sigma Theta Tau – Eta Chapter Grant Reviewer 
2013 – 2015 Eastern Nursing Research Society - Founder and Co-Director of the 

Doctoral Student Group 
1/2017 – 1/2019 Oncology Nursing Society - Greater Pittsburgh Chapter: Director at 

Large and Health Policy Coordinator; build local policy 
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collaborations between the Oncology Nursing Society and elected 
officials in Western Pennsylvania  

1/2016 – 5/2017 National Ovarian Cancer Coalition, Massachusetts Chapter: 
Volunteer and guest lecturer to raise community awareness about 
ovarian cancer 

5/2011 – 8/2015 National Ovarian Cancer Coalition, Pittsburgh Chapter: Executive 
Committee Member, Quality of Life representative, and volunteer 
for survivorship services and peer support services including 
developing evidence-based, up-to-date lectures about ovarian cancer 
for health care professionals, the public, and high school students 

 

 
University Committees (University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing) 
1/2020 - Present Pitt Momentum Funds Grant Reviewer  
8/2013 - 12/2014 Graduate Student Member, Community Relations Committee   
  
School Committees (University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing) 
  
10/2019 - Present Graduate Faculty/PhD Council 
7/2017 - Present Health Policy Curriculum Task Force to update BSN, MSN, 

and DNP curricula regarding nursing public policy 
8/2014 - 8/2015 Graduate Student Member, PhD Budget and Planning 

Committee 
1/2012 - 8/2015 Graduate Student Member, PhD Curriculum Council 
  
Institutional Review Board 
5/2016 – 5/2017 Dana Farber/Harvard Cancer Center Institutional Review 

Board Member 
 
Community Activities 
2010 - Present Notre Dame Alumni Club of Pittsburgh: Social Concerns 

Committee including (a) leading a yearly seminar on urban 
poverty in Pittsburgh for undergraduate students and (b) 
organizing social justice-themed educational and volunteer 
activities to local alumni and community members 

2017 - Present St. Vincent de Paul Society of Greater Pittsburgh and Social 
Justice Committee Member: Working with clients in local 
community to support their financial needs; creating 
programming for our church parish regarding social justice 

2020 - Present Social Justice Committee member – Saint Jude Parish: 
Member of the inaugural social justice committee in charge of 
developing enriching education, service, and spiritual 
enrichment regarding social justice and the Catholic Church 

2021 - Present Board Member of Steel Ribbons, a Non-Profit founded by 
oncology nurse researchers at the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Nursing to support informal caregivers of 
individuals with gynecologic cancer. 
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MENTORING 
 
Trainee 
Name 

Past or 
Current 

Thomas 
Role 

Predoc/ 
Postdoc 
Level 

Training 
Period 

Title of Research 
Project 

Achievements Positions Held 
by Past Trainees 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Mentor URMP 
student 

2012 – 2015 The relationship 
between hair loss and 
other cancer-related 
symptoms among 
women with ovarian 
cancer 

Presentation at 
the National 
Conference for 
Undergraduate 
Research 

Assistant 
Professor at 
Duquesne 
University School 
of Nursing 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2017 – 2020  Serious game scoping 
review 

Co-authored 
peer-reviewed 
publication 

Clinical nurse 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2017 – 2018 Self-advocacy serious 
game pilot study 

Presentation at 
Sigma Theta Tau 
– Eta Chapter 
Scholars Night;  

Current graduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2019 – 2020  Self-advocacy serious 
game pilot study 

Co-authored 
peer-reviewed 
publication, 
under review 

Clinical nurse 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2017 – 2020 Health policy 
perceptions of nursing 
students 

 Clinical nurse 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2017 – 2019 Financial toxicity in 
women with ovarian 
cancer 

Invited 
publication in 
Clinical Journal 
of Oncology 
Nursing 

Current DNP 
student 
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[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2020 – Pres Self-advocacy in 
advanced cancer 

Preparing 
integrative 
review of the 
literature 
regarding self-
advocacy in 
children with 
cancer 

Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in 
advanced cancer 

Co-authored 
peer-reviewed 
publication, 
under review 

Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in 
advanced cancer 

Co-authored 
peer-reviewed 
publication, 
under review 

Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in men 
with cancer 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in men 
with cancer 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in men 
with cancer 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in Black 
women in the perinatal 
period 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in Black 
women in the perinatal 
period 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 
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[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in Black 
women in the perinatal 
period 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Mentor URMP 
student 

2021 – Pres Self-advocacy in Black 
women in the perinatal 
period 

 Current 
undergraduate 
student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Peer 
mentor 

PhD 2013 – 2018 Characterizing psycho-
behavioral risks in 
survivors of multiple 
primary cancers 

PhD dissertation 
defense 

Tenure-track 
faculty member at 
University of 
Pittsburgh 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Content 
expert 

PhD 2017 – 2018  Sleep differences in the 
perception and 
symptom presentation 
of impaired sleep 

PhD dissertation 
defense 

Tenure-track 
faculty member at 
the University of 
Pittsburgh 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Committee 
member 

PhD 2018 – 2019 Financial toxicity in 
patients with cancer 

PhD dissertation PhD candidate 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Committee 
member 

DNP 2018 – 2020 Toward age-friendly 
ambulatory cancer care 

DNP project; 
Publication in 
Oncology 
Nursing Forum 

Administrative 
Director, Cancer 
Service Line, 
Abramson Cancer 
Center at 
Pennsylvania 
Hospital 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Committee 
member 

DNP 2019 – 2021 Building and 
implementing a 
caregiver bootcamp 

DNP project; Nurse practitioner 
at large academic 
cancer center 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Co-
investigator 

Fellow 2017 – 2021 The Cost of Cure: 
Financial Toxicity in 
Head and Neck Cancer 
Survivorship 

Research grant 
4 peer-reviewed 
publications 

Attending 
physician 
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[Name 
redacted] 

Current Consultant PhD 2020 – Pres Self-advocacy and 
serious game in heart 
failure 

Career 
development 
award 

Postdoctoral 
fellow 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Committee 
member 

PhD 2020 – Pres Engagement in 
behavioral 
interventions 

PhD dissertation PhD student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Committee 
Member 

PhD 2021 – Pres Health of LGBTQ+ 
individuals who 
experience sexual 
trauma 

PhD dissertation PhD student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Past Co-chair PhD 2019 – 2022 Pain management in 
cancer survivors 

PhD dissertation Postdoctoral 
fellow 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Chair PhD 2020 – Pres Serious games for 
symptom management 

PhD dissertation PhD student 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Consultant  Master’s 2019 – Pres Self-advocacy and 
games to improve well-
being 

Master’s thesis Master’s student 
at Carnegie 
Mellon 
University 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Career 
developme
nt award 
consultant  

Post-doc 2019 – Pres Serious games for 
adolescents and young 
adults with heart failure 

Postdoctoral 
pilot study 

Postdoctoral 
research fellow in 
health psychology 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Research 
mentor  

Oncologi
st – 
medical 
fellow 

2021 – Pres  Self-advocacy in 
underserved patients 
with advanced cancer 

Qualitative 
analysis 

Medical fellow 

[Name 
redacted] 

Current Research 
mentor  

Internal 
medicine
– medical 
fellow 

2022 – Pres  Self-advocacy in men 
with cancer 

Quantitative 
analysis  

Medical fellow 
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Department 
faculty 
members 

Current Peer 
Mentors 

Junior 
Faculty 

2017 – Pres  Peer mentoring among 
junior faculty within 
the department 
including review of 
specific aims, 
manuscripts, and grants 

 
 
 

 

N/A 

 
 

 


