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5-year old immigrating from Cameroon, 
parents are refugees from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  Received 2 doses MMR 
vaccine, 3 doses HBV vaccine, and 3 doses 
of IPV vaccine, all finishing by age 2 (assume 
appropriate intervals between doses).  Plan a 
catch-up schedule for him.
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Are there any vaccines on the schedule for the 
patient on the previous slide that could possibly 
be skipped?  How would you know?

#3 also has a younger brother who is 17 months 
old and has had the same set of vaccines; his 
MMR were given at 6 and 9 months.  Plan his 
catch-up schedule.
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Learning Objectives

 Compare issues seen in unimmunized or partially immunized refugee and 

immigrant populations to those commonly encountered in US-born 

populations

 Identify specific issues sometimes encountered in refugee and immigrant 

populations while attempting to ensure full vaccine coverage

 Review possible solutions to these special issues with attention to both the 

CDC catch-up schedule and to the needs of the families

 Highlight specific vaccine-preventable diseases where risk may be 

elevated in certain populations based on country of origin
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What our US 

born patients 

are thinking 

about….

What refugee parents are worried 

about…

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:measles_in_african_child_3.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Access – a problem for 

both groups

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Special Issues

https://medwinpublishers.com/VVOA/editorial-board.php
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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BCG

 Not especially effective

 Can cause false-positive PPD in childhood – but not by the time someone 

is an adult

 Provides false sense of security

 Quantiferon-Gold test is not altered by prior BCG vaccine but . . .

 Quantiferon cannot be done on child under 5 years old

 PPD anyhow, use higher threshold for “positive” test in these children

 Does seem to be a promising therapy for bladder cancer….

Measles

Single Antigen Vaccine

Early MMR
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Titers

VZV? Yes!

MMR?Maybe!

Polio? No!

Permitted Titers in PA

Measles

Rubella

Varicella

Hepatitis B
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The Trouble With Titers

Waning 
immunity

Incomplete 
series

Accuracy

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://thetvdb.com/?tab=episode&seriesid=79222&id=332221
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


11/2/2018

10

Short Intervals
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How to Scare Yourself…

 http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary

 Can click on any country you like and see how many cases of a given 

disease they’ve had in a particular year

http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary
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Sources

 CDC vaccine schedules

 PA Code regarding vaccinations for schools

 WHO Immunization Monitoring App

 8 years experience caring for a large population of new Americans from a 

broad range of countries who never fail to show me something I’ve never 

seen before


