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the universit y of pit tsburgh school  
of nursing’s reputation as a prestigious 
institution continues to manifest itself 
on many fronts.

the school increased enrollment  
in the traditional undergraduate pro-
gram, with a 150 percent increase in 
annual new nurse graduates over the 
past five years. an accelerated second 
degree bsn program prepares more 
nurses for the workforce, while fast 
track back, a continuing education  
program, prepares nurses returning  
to work. because 80 percent of the 
school’s phD graduates enter academic 
careers, increased resources have been 
directed to full-time phD study to 
ensure timely completion and entry  
into academic careers.

Doctorally prepared faculty 
increased from 66 percent to 77 percent 
(an 11 percent increase) over five years, 
and the number of tenured faculty  
has nearly doubled. school of nursing  
faculty hold significant leadership posi-
tions in regional, state, and national 
organizations. many of the organiza-
tions influence policy that directly 
impacts health care delivery and health 
care education. faculty leadership posi-
tions include advisory and review groups 
at the national institutes of health 
(nih), non-nih national and interna-
tional organizations including interdisci-
plinary groups, and review groups for 
national organizations that provide 
funding for peer-reviewed research.

in addition, faculty are lead authors 
on more than 80 reviewed articles or 
book chapters, and 64 percent of our  
full-time faculty have active research 
activity. the emphasis on research  
productivity and quality is reflected  
in the school’s rankings—currently 
ranked sixth in nih funding, third in 
number of nih research grants, and 
seventh overall in the 2008 edition of 
U.S. News & World Report’s America’s Best 
Graduate Schools, with several individual 
programs ranking even higher. 

the rankings in turn have helped 
attract outstanding students: this year’s 
entering class had an average sat score 
of 1232, and 56 percent were in the  
top 10 percent of their graduating class.  
the school enrolls one in eight, or  
12.5 percent of applicants, with approxi-
mately 50 percent of those admitted 
enrolling. We have the highest four-year 
graduation rates in the university, and  
in 2007 we had our first university 
honors college graduate. 

all of these accomplishments reflect  
the school’s standing as one of the leading 
schools of nursing in the country. in  
this issue of Pitt Nurse, we consider  
yet another indication of the school’s 
excellence: leadership. 

this is the second issue in our series 
looking at ways pitt nurses are making  
a difference. in the last issue, we focused 
on pitt nursing alums making a differ-
ence by implementing evidence-based 
practice in a community-based hospital  
in a rural setting. in future issues, we will 
focus on pitt nurses making a difference 

through research, technology, and  
community health nursing. We are 
proud of all of our pitt nursing alumni. 
With more than 11,000 graduates from 
the school’s baccalaureate, master’s,  
rn options, and doctoral programs, 
there are thousands of stories; we have  
presented just a few here. 

if you have a story we should tell, 
please be sure to complete the What’s 
happening form, now inserted as a 
postage-paid self-mailer in the center  
of the magazine, so we can update your 
information. We added some questions 
to help identify stories about nurses  
who are making a difference for the  
next issue of Pitt Nurse. a downloadable 
pdf of the What’s happening form  
is available on our new Web site that  
you can fill out online and send to us 
electronically, if you prefer. or, feel free 
to call our alumni office toll free at 
1-866-217-1124. however you choose  
to stay in touch, please let us hear about 
you and what you’re doing! 

 

JAcqueLine DunbAr-JAcob, phD, rn, fAAn
Dean, University of PittsbUrgh 
school of nUrsing

D e A n ' s  M e s s A g e

http://www.nursing.pitt.edu/alumni/docs/Career_Update_Form.pdf
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in 1943, three bL Ack woMen were admit-
ted into pitt’s nursing program for the 
first time in history. Adena Johnson 
Davis, Rachel Poole, and Nadine Frye 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of their 
graduation—and a lifetime of achieve-
ment in the pittsburgh medical 
community.

Johnson Davis, bsn ’47, remembers 
marching up to the front desk at the 
university of pittsburgh school of 
nursing, plunking down her test scores, 
report cards, and transcripts. she had 
been an a student at peabody high 
school. for sure, she thought, this will 
get me in. the school’s secretary, a 
pretty White woman with a lilting 
southern accent, gave it to her straight: 
the school was not accepting blacks. 

that same year, a slender, self-
assured young woman, covaledictorian at 
Westinghouse high, went to every nurs-
ing school in the city. they all said the 
same thing. Whites only. 

“i was absolutely livid,” remembers 
poole, bsn ’47, who later became the 
first black director of nursing at Western 
psychiatric institute and clinic.

a year later, both women got  
in. along with poole’s friend frye,  
mlit ’51, bsn ’47, they broke the 
nursing school’s color barrier. When 
they donned the [nursing] pins for the 
first time, another brick in the wall  
of racial segregation had fallen. 

life for black college students at 
White schools such as pitt in the 1940s 
could be isolating and full of trials, says 
consuella lewis, an assistant professor 
of education at pitt. “they were always 
haunted by instructors who didn’t feel 
they belonged there. classmates treated 
them like they were invisible.” 

except for all-black universities in 
the south, little opportunity existed for 
blacks in higher education. those who 
did get into White schools faced extraor-
dinary segregation, lewis says. 

those blacks who did get in were 
the cream of the crop. “they had to  
be exceptional students, way beyond  
the standards required of other  
students,” lewis says. 

Johnson Davis, poole, and frye  
fit that bill. they were raised by men 
and women who had come of age in  
the Jim crow south, who insisted their 

children become 
“somebody.” 

opposite page, left: Nadine Frye (second from left), Rachel Poole 
(center), and Adena Johnson Davis are shown with friends in 1943 
or 1944. Right: Alpha kappa Alpha sorority for African American 
women. Nadine Frye is shown fourth from the right, back row, and 
Rachel Poole is in the center directly behind the “k.”

“they wanted us to make our mark 
on the world,” says gertrude Johnson 
Wade, poole’s cousin who later became 
the first black female principal in the 
pittsburgh school system. Johnson Wade 
said her parents came from a generation 
of southern blacks for whom slavery  
was a not-too-distant memory. “a lot  
of parents had histories—of being on  
plantations—and they had the real desire 
to see their kids make it.” 

edward lee Johnson, the man  
who raised poole, came to pittsburgh in 
1903 from virginia, with a fourth-grade 
education. poole’s aunt, laura belle 
Johnson, had come to pittsburgh with  
an eighth-grade education. 

“they had limited formal education 
but were very wise people,” poole says. 
“there was no question that [gertrude] 
and i were going to go to school every 
day, do well in school every day, and go 
to college. We were never told that. We 
just knew that they expected it, and we 
did it. it was as simple as that.” 

Johnson Davis’ father, theodore 
Johnson, came to pittsburgh from 
georgia with a third-grade education. 
While working as a garbage carrier, he 
went to school at night. he eventually 
got a high school diploma and took 
classes at pennsylvania state university. 
he became a union shop steward and 
later a state representative. 

m A k I N g  A  D I F F e R e N C e  t h R o u g h  L e A D e R s h I P 



4      u n i v e r s i t y  o f  p i t t s b u r g h

“there was always this emphasis  
on studying and learning in my house,” 
she remembers. 

all three could have gone to all-
black schools in the south. in 1942,  
after pitt turned her down, Johnson 
Davis went to fisk university in 
nashville, tenn., for a year. but poole 
didn’t want to leave town. 

“i refused umpteen scholarships 
[from black schools]. i figured, ‘i live in 
pittsburgh, i should be able to go to 
school here.’” 

frye, who’d slept with a picture  
of florence nightingale tacked to the 
wall above her bed as a child, wanted  
to work as an army nurse to support  
the war effort. but she didn’t want to  
go south, either. 

the government, in need of nurses 
for the war effort, threatened to pull 
funding from pitt’s cadet nurse corps 

program if it continued to bar black  
students. “they wanted that federal 
money,” says Johnson Davis. 

after graduating from pitt, Johnson 
Davis went on to have a long career at 
magee-Womens hospital of upmc and 
the veterans administration hospital, 
where she became head nurse. she 
wanted to become a nurse after watching 
her mother go to the hospital time and 
again while growing up. poole had grown 
up giving her mother medicine from a 
little amber bottle. her mother died of 
abdominal cancer when rachel was nine. 

“i would sit there and look at that 
glass until it was time to give it to her.  
i felt powerless, helpless, absolutely.  
i remember thinking, ‘When i grow  
up, i’ll never feel this way again. i will 
never not know what to do with someone 
who’s sick like my mother was.’” 

by the fall of 1943, the three women 
were practicing how to administer shots 

on each other, take blood pressure, and 
shampoo a patient’s hair. in a few years, 
they would be working in hospital wards. 

once they were accepted into the 
program, poole felt confident the three 
would succeed. “admission was the chal-
lenge,” she said. “once we got in, we 
said, ‘We’re smart. We’ll do well.’ i just 
knew we were going to make it.” 

there was no question that each  
had the drive. poole, who later earned  
a phD in education and became a nurs-
ing professor at her alma mater, worked 
48-hour jobs in addition to taking a full 
course load her first year. 

gaining acceptance from White  
students and faculty was another matter. 
there were certainly friendly White  
students. Johnson Davis became good 
friends with one, rosemary mcnamara 
Kelly (bun ’47). Kelly remembers an 
assignment at Western psychiatric, when 

In 1943, three Black 
women were admitted 
into Pitt’s nursing 
program for the first 
time in history. 

Rachel Poole, Adena 
Johnson Davis, and 
Nadine Frye celebrate 
the 60th anniversary  
of their graduation—
and a lifetime of 
achievement in the 
Pittsburgh medical 
community.
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one of the hospital’s nurses objected  
to Johnson Davis’ rooming with  
White nurses. 

“she was from the Deep south, 
and she thought things should be  
like the Deep south. the woman  
absolutely wanted adena in there by 
herself,” said Kelly, 84, of halifax, pa.  
“i said, ‘We’re friends and we pick  
who we room with.’” 

but other Whites kept the black 
students at arm’s length, remembers 
Johnson Wade, who was enrolled in 
the school of education at the time. 
“We didn’t get the kind of help and 
attention that [White] students got.” 

frye and poole joined alpha 
Kappa alpha, one of the nation’s oldest 
black sororities. they spent many 
hours studying in the cathedral of 
learning or hanging out with other 
black students in the “tuck” shop—’40s 
slang for cafeteria—smoking cigarettes 
and drinking coke. 

though they had broken the color 
barrier for nursing in pittsburgh, frye 
and her classmates never stopped to 
ponder their place in history. 

yet they knew many eyes were  
on them. 

the nursing school dean called 
them into her office one halloween. 
there was a dance that night for  
students at the medical and nursing 
schools. none of the three had planned 

on attending, but the dean told them  
to show up. the nuns from st. francis 
hospital wanted to see how the black 
students mixed with White students.  
the dean had one word of caution,  
however. no dancing with the White 
medical students. 

that evening, dressed in a hastily 
arranged fortune-teller costume, with 
the eyes of the nuns on her, frye 
remembered feeling a surge of pride. 
“We knew that other black students 
were going to be admitted to st. 
francis,” said frye, who later earned  
a phDeduc and taught mental health  
nursing at pitt. 

the scrutiny didn’t end there.  
a janitor told Johnson Davis that the 
nuns had been through her dorm room, 
inspecting her housekeeping abilities. 
they found the room spotless. 

st. francis integrated its nursing 
program shortly after pitt. 

signs of racial prejudice were not 
hard to find for the young women. 

“one patient said to me, ‘i want  
a real nurse,’” poole remembers.  
“i said, ‘you got one right here, so  
let’s get going.’” 

While on an assignment in 
braddock, poole tried eating lunch at 
a restaurant there but was turned away 
because she was black. “i took it to the 
magistrate,” she remembers. “and the 
university was furious with me. they 
told me i needed to quit, or they  
would expel me.” 

 “as a young black woman, i had  
no power, whatsoever, none. and i’m 
being threatened by the dean and the 
chancellor. i had worked hard for five 
years, and i only had a few months left, 
and they were going to expel me for 
standing up for my rights.” 

eventually, the school backed down, 
and poole kept her academic standing. 

pitt’s current dean of nursing, 
Jacqueline Dunbar-Jacob, says she 
marvels at what the three women were 
able to accomplish. “they did it without 
alienating others. they did it in a way 
that allowed others who had been  
saying no to them to step back and say, 
‘gosh, i wonder why we said no to  
these people?’” 

all three women are active in  
the alumni association and in recruit- 
ing blacks into nursing. pitt named  
a scholarship after Johnson Davis  
that goes to a promising african 
american student. 

“i was proud of pitt for letting us  
in, no matter how they let us in,” frye 
says, “because they were the first.” 

Written by Reid Frazier 
Cover photograph by Renee Rosensteel 
historic photographs courtesy of Rachel Poole

this excerpt first appeared in the winter 2008 issue of 
Pittsburgh Quarterly and is reprinted with permission.

“i refused umpteen scholarships  
[from black schools]. i figured,  
‘i live in pittsburgh, i should  
be able to go to school here.’” 
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leading by 
example: 

Pitt Nurse  
Legacy Laureates  
make a Difference  

on many Fronts
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leading by 
example: 

estAbLisheD in 2000, the legacy laureate 
program recognizes university of pittsburgh 
alumni for their personal and career achieve-
ments, while providing them with an oppor-
tunity to contribute to the success of today’s 
students. members of the group represent a 
broad array of disciplines, including business, 
medicine, journalism, law, government, 
sports, social services, education, and the arts. 

legacy laureates are individuals who 
have achieved exceptional success in pursuit  
of their life goals and who continue to inspire 
us by their example. the goal of the program 
is to recognize these individuals as living 
examples to our students of the potential for 
excellence that exists within our university 
community. the supporting rationale for  
the legacy laureates program was developed 
from the idea that no one is a better role 
model for a student than an alumnus who  
has been successful in his or her chosen  
professional field. the program enhances  
the academic curriculum in an exciting and  
meaningful way by providing opportunities 
for close and personal contact among eminent 
alumni, students, faculty, and university 
administration on all campuses.

over the past eight years, the legacy 
laureates program has honored four  
school of nursing alumni in recognition  
of their outstanding personal and profes- 
sional accomplishments. 

though working in very different set-
tings, these four pitt nurses tell stories that 
echo a common theme: leadership is a skill 
best demonstrated by example. and through 
that leadership, they continue to make a dif-
ference both in the lives of the people they 
touch and the industry that surrounds them. 

Whether working on the front lines of  
a refugee camp on the thai border, guiding 
victims from the wreckage of a terrorist 
attack, or conducting clinical trials involving 
brain tumors, nurses are the health care  
professionals who make the greatest direct 
impact on people’s lives.
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there wAs A tiMe when Patricia 
Horoho considered becoming  
a teacher. her family supported  
her dreams of higher education, 
but they also had another career  
in mind.

“my grandfather always said, 
‘get an education, because it’s  
the one thing that someone can’t 
take away from you,’” recalls 
horoho, msn ’92, rn. an italian 
immigrant who worked in coal 
mines, her grandfather was so 
impressed by the nursing profession 
that he put her cousins through 
nursing school. 

seeing the positive impact 
those cousins were able to make, 
horoho’s mother advised her to 
follow in their footsteps. little  
did she know the legacy of that 
decision would be so profound.

on september 11, 2001, when  
a plane struck the pentagon, 
horoho evacuated her coworkers 
then sped to the point of impact, 
where she became first in command  
of medical care. she established 
evacuation routes, treated patients, 
and moved victims until unidenti-
fied planes flying overhead were 
grounded. she also established  
a command center for emergency 
medical services and coordinated 
rescue and medical efforts with the 
fbi, fire and police departments, 
medical facilities, and the federal 
emergency management agency.

today, horoho—a colonel in 
the u.s. army—is the first woman 
and first nurse to serve as com-
mander of the Walter reed health 
care system, which provides health 
care to about 150,000 service mem-
bers, relatives, and retirees in and 
around Washington, D.c. she is 
responsible for the hub facility, 
Walter reed army medical center, 
as well as 10 other military facilities 
throughout maryland, virginia, 
and pennsylvania. 

“i have a passion for making  
a difference,” says horoho, who 
believes the core skills she learned 
in nursing school prepared her for 
everything from her clinical duties 
to administrative work. 

“you’re triaging chaos and 
making decisions quickly based  
on your assessment and clinical 
judgment,” she says.

from a leadership perspective, 
horoho follows the acronym 
c4sg, which stands for four cs 
(connection, character, competency, 
and conviction) one s (serving)  
and one g (gift). 

“it’s a gift to be in the health 
care profession and to have  
those clinical competencies,”  
says horoho. “trust that gift  
of instinct when you’re making 
those decisions.” 

colonel 
patricia 
horoho

colonel 
patricia 
horoho

2007  
Legacy  

Laureate
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captain 
holly ann 

Williams
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every yeAr, hoLLy Ann wiLLiAMs 
shares a phone call that reminds  
her of the bonds created by her pro-
fession: she speaks to the family of 
a little girl to whom she cared dur-
ing her first job after graduation.

Williams, bsn ’76, still recalls 
how she told the girl, Jodi, that she 
was leaving to coach synchronized 
swimming at a summer camp and 
asked the child to write her a letter. 
Jodi, who had leukemia, said she 
wouldn’t be around to do it. two 
weeks later, she died. Williams was 
so moved by the experience that 
when she converted to Judaism in 
her 20s, the hebrew name she took 
was the same as Jodi’s. 

 “those nights with Jodi are 
still as clear in my mind as if i 
were 24, caring for her again,” 
says Williams. “every year, on the 
anniversary of her death, her mom 
and i talk. and those are the links 
in nursing that physicians rarely 
have. that’s where we’re so fortu-
nate as nurses: to be able to touch 
someone’s life like that, and have 
them touch yours. it’s a gift, that’s 
the only way i can describe it.”

today, as a commissioned  
officer in the u.s. public health 
service, Williams works at the 
centers for Disease control and 
prevention. among her many 
accomplishments, she has worked 
with refugees along the thailand 
cambodia border, helped hurricane 
victims in florida and areas hit by 
hurricane Katrina, and taught peo-
ple internationally to fight malaria. 

“those experiences have 
shaped me professionally in terms 
of being able to deal creatively with 
an array of situations,” Williams 
says. “it makes you flexible; it 
makes you understand that working 

in a multidisciplinary setting is 
probably the best way to approach 
any problem.” 

an anthropologist and epide-
miologist as well as a nurse, 
Williams was able to draw upon  
all of her interests by focusing on 
emergency international health. 

“it’s just taking what i’ve 
always done, but putting it in the 
context of emergency situations  
or refugees,” she explains. 

both she and her husband, 
anthropologist art hansen, travel 
extensively for their jobs, so they 
must coordinate to ensure one  
of them is always in the united 
states to care for their 14-year-old 
daughter, Kaitlin. Despite spending 
40–60 percent of her working 
hours outside the united states, 
Williams still found time to serve 
as the leader of her daughter’s 
brownie troop and participate in 
school activities. 

“but it’s hard, it’s really hard. 
you miss a lot,” says Williams.  
“i just keep telling myself that per-
haps in her 20s or 30s, my daughter 
will appreciate that women can do 
very creative, interesting, and non-
traditional jobs. i hope that’s the  
message i’m imparting to her.” 

as for the message she hopes  
to impart to other nurses, Williams 
is straightforward: “Don’t let any-
one tell you [that] you can’t do it.”

When nurses branch out into 
unusual fields, “you’re showing 
people that nurses are so incredibly 
talented, and our socialization 
allows us to look at problems from 
a wide array of perspectives.”

“i want nurses to know that 
they can go out and do 100 differ-
ent things,” Williams continues. 
“you don’t leave nursing; it comes 
with you. it’s who you are.”

captain 
holly ann 

Williams
2005  

Legacy  
Laureate
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pe ArL Moore ALwAys knew she’d  
be a nurse. as a little girl, she  
pretended to be cherry ames,  
the mystery-solving nurse featured 
in a book series. later, she worked 
as a volunteer candy striper at what 
is now upmc-montefiore. 

moore, mn ’74, bn ’68, 
assumed her first leadership role  
at montefiore when she became 
director of its school of nursing  
in the 1970s. she returned to clini-
cal work when her mother was 
diagnosed with cancer, a seminal 
event that would shape the rest  
of her career.

“that is when i decided to 
pursue a specialty in oncology 
nursing. fortunately, the school  
of nursing had started an oncology 
master’s program, so i enrolled,” 
moore says.

one of the first oncology  
clinical nurse specialists in the 
united states, moore also was  
one of the first coordinators of  
the brain tumor study group, part 
of a groundbreaking national con-
sortium conducting clinical trials.  
in 1975, she was one of a group  
of nurses who met informally to 
share ideas about how to help  
cancer patients. 

from those early talks sprang 
the oncology nursing society 
(ons), a pittsburgh-based organi-
zation that now spans more than 
200 chapters nationwide and boasts 
a membership of 35,000 health care 
professionals. moore became its 
first executive director in the 1980s 
and helped raise millions of dollars 
for scholarships, research grants, 
memorial lectures, public education 

grants, and career development 
awards for the ons foundation. 

“she was instrumental in push-
ing nursing to have a seat at the 
table with decision makers to give 
nursing a powerful voice, and peo-
ple listened,” says barbara sigler, 
who was a graduate student when 
she met moore and later followed 
her to the ons. “her leadership of 
oncology nurses has had a dramatic 
impact on the quality [of] care that 
patients with cancer now receive. … 
she has really laid the groundwork 
for those nurses that followed.” 

moore also started working  
as an adjunct assistant professor  
at the school of nursing in  
1974 and has held posts in the 
american academy of nursing,  
the international union against 
cancer, and other nursing and 
health-related groups.

she retired from ons in 2007 
and jokes, “it took me a whole day 
to adjust to retirement.” 

a strong advocate of advanced 
education, one of her few regrets is 
that she did not pursue a doctorate. 
“i would encourage anyone in nurs-
ing to get their doctorate—a phD 
or Dnp,” she says. 

moore recently was named 
a 2008 school of nursing 
Distinguished alumni awardee. 
“of all the awards i have 
received, awards from my alma 
mater mean the most to me,” 
she says. “adding the school 
of nursing Distinguished 
alumni award to the legacy 
laureate honor is wonderful.” 
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there Are MAny kinDs of nurse 
leaders. some are very operational 
and internally focused. others are 
operational but also are constantly 
looking for the answer to “what’s 
next?” Maryann F. Fralic is one of 
those leaders who has the uncanny 
ability to look into the future and 
prepare current leaders for the next 
reality she sees. 

fralic, Drph ’82, mn ’73,  
rn, faan, professor and director, 
corporate and foundation relations, 
Johns hopkins university school of 
nursing, is reflective. she is always 
looking for the bigger picture, to  
see the confluence of issues and  
the consequences of events on the 
future. “i try to anticipate the unan-
ticipated. to look for the familiarity 
and patterns in what is occurring. 
to ask what happened in the past 
and how may it impact the future,” 
she says. “to create ‘what if’  
scenarios and to do active scenario 
planning. to diligently focus on  
the strategic visioning that today’s 
nonstop environments demand.” 

fralic also serves as executive 
advisor for the nursing executive 
center of the advisory board co., 
Washington, D.c., and as consul-
tant for the robert Wood Johnson 
nurse executive fellows program. 
Keeping her feet in the worlds of 
both clinical care delivery and aca-
demia permits fralic to influence—
and be influenced by—the academic 
arm of clinical practice. “We must 
be an integrated profession, not one 
of parallel functions,” fralic says. 

“staying well informed is,  
i believe, a task of leadership,”  
she says. fralic sees three additional 
prime competencies for the success-
ful contemporary nurse executive: 

quantification, deliberation, and 
executive style communication.

first, nurse executives must  
be able to quantify, measure, com-
pare, and clearly identify clinical, 
financial, and operational outcomes. 
“cnos need to be bilingual, know-
ing financial language as well as 
patient care language,” she says. 
fralic believes the ability to develop 
a detailed business plan that can 
become an institutional vehicle for 
strategic planning will give nurse 
executives a strong voice at the 
table, not simply a seat. 

next, fralic believes nurse 
executives need the ability to  
deliberate—to think, reason, listen, 
question, analyze, debate, read the 
extant literature, recognize the  
patterns. and finally, they must  
possess executive style communica-
tion skills and behaviors. “it’s how 
you look, speak, write, and make 
presentations, as well as the ability 
to accurately ‘read a room’ and act 
accordingly,” fralic says. “you must 
always conduct yourself with integ-
rity as a senior executive of the 
organization, effectively represent-
ing a major institutional constitu-
ency.” the most important thing  
is to communicate that values will 
always guide your leadership path. 
“principled leaders are consistently 
values driven,” she says. 

fralic is known for forming 
great working coalitions and rela-
tionships with many people and 
organizations throughout the 
united states and other countries. 
“establishing partnerships, coali-
tions, and strong relationships is the 
essence of what all effective leaders 
must do. that’s how meaningful 
work is accomplished,” she says. 
“but you must first respect others, 
value what they know and what they 
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Dean Dunbar-Jacob named  
2007 ninr pathfinder 
Distinguished research awardee

the Pathfinder Distinguished Research Award is given by Friends of the National Institute 
of Nursing Research (NINR) to acknowledge nurse researchers whose work has focused 
on advancing deep understanding of human health and health care and has been 
sustained by multiple grants from NINR/National Center for Nursing Research. the 2007 
award was intended to specifically recognize a nurse researcher whose body of scholar-
ship illustrates long-standing commitment to an aspect of nursing research that has 
made a difference in the lives of people with health care needs.

Research is integral to the professional career of Jacqueline Dunbar-Jacob, PhD, RN, 
FAAN. For more than 20 years, she has focused on the study of patient adherence, 
addressing a variety of patient populations including rheumatological conditions, cardio-
vascular risk factors, diabetes, AIDs, cancer screening, and transplantation. given that 
approximately 50 percent of patients are poorly adherent to treatment regimens, the 
long-term impact of her research has considerable clinical significance. her research has 
also influenced the methodology for the study of adherence over time.

Dunbar-Jacob has been principal investigator, co-investigator, or advisory committee 
member for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National science Foundation, 
and seven of the institutes in the National Institutes of health. As an educator and men-
tor, she continually strives to develop opportunities where students are trained to evalu-
ate and synthesize information and adapt to an ever-changing environment. she leads 
by example as she possesses an insatiable spirit of inquiry and works to inspire lifelong 
learning in all students.

As susan Albrecht, PhD, RN, FAAN, noted, “Dr. Dunbar-Jacob set the pace for nursing 
research when she received one of the first NINR Core 
Center grants. the grant assisted Dunbar-Jacob in 
deepening her research focus area of chronic disor-
ders, and has sustained continuous funding for an 
unprecedented 14 years.”

“I am truly honored at this recognition from my 
peers. Research drives important changes in  
nursing care that ultimately impact patient lives,” 
says Dunbar-Jacob. “I am grateful that 
the Friends of the National Institute 
of Nursing Research, through the 
establishment of this award, recognize 
the importance of what every nurse 
researcher does.”

can contribute, and ensure that  
these relationships will serve their 
purposes as well.”

mentoring is something fralic 
considers a professional responsibil-
ity. “most of us have been well men-
tored in our professional lives,” she 
says. “i believe giving back is an 
expectation, a way to say ‘thank you’ 
to those who have invested in you.”

in considering the future of 
nursing, fralic quotes the words of 
general eric K. shinseki, former 
chief of staff for the armed services, 
who said, “if you do not like change, 
you will like irrelevance even less.”

 “if we do not create a new 
future for the profession, for health 
care, and for the work that we do, 
others will. and then we become 
irrelevant,” fralic says. “We must as 
a profession equip ourselves to lead 
in what will predictably be extremely 
turbulent and challenging times.”

and how does fralic maintain 
balance in her life? “i got a refresh-
ing perspective on balance from an 
article in the magazine Fast Company 
by [K.h.] hammonds titled ‘balance 
is bunk.’ how could you not read an 
article with that title? … the author 
notes that we are constantly urged to 
pursue perfect balance in our lives, 
but that is an unattainable illusion,” 
fralic says. “We should ask ourselves 
one question: ‘am i happy?’ if the 
answer is ‘yes,’ you are in balance. 
that’s a great common-sense lesson 
for nurse leaders everywhere.”

the maryann Fralic portion of this article is 
excerpted from an article published in Nurse 
Leader, volume 4, Issue 4, karlene m. kerfoot, PhD, 
RN, CNAA, FAAN, interviewer, “Leader to Watch/
Maryann F. Fralic, RN, DrPH, FAAN,” pages 10-14 
(August 2006). Copyright elsevier 2007. keith 
Weller (Photography, © 2006) 

m A k I N g  A  D I F F e R e N C e  t h R o u g h  L e A D e R s h I P 



p i t t  n u r s e  s p r i n g  2 0 0 b   1312     u n i v e r s i t y  o f  p i t t s b u r g h p i t t  n u r s e  s p r i n g  2 0 0 b   13

m A k I N g  A  D I F F e R e N C e  t h R o u g h  L e A D e R s h I P 

Nothing connotes success in academia more 

than the prestige of an endowed chair. to 

quote Pitt Magazine, “most universities have a 

simple yet powerful way to attract top academic 

talent and add luster to their reputations. It’s the 

ePC factor—endowed professorships and chairs, 

which can profoundly influence the long-term 

fortunes of an institution.” 

While holding such a chair equates with distinguished 
scholarship and teaching, it may or may not equate with other 
aspects of leadership, such as the elusive ability to inspire  
others to action. in the case of two school of nursing grads, 
however, leadership is writ large. the university of pittsburgh 
school of nursing is proud to have produced many leaders  
over the years, including Kathleen A. Dwyer and Linda  
R. Phillips, both of whom now hold academic chairs at their 
respective institutions.

Dwyer, phD ’93, holds the henry freede chair in 
nursing science at the university of oklahoma health 
sciences center college of nursing (oucn). her research 
focus has been developing interventions to assist cancer survi-
vors and their families with the transitions that occur following 
treatment; she has received numerous federal and foundation 
grants to support her research. she is a member of the team 
developing the university of oklahoma cancer institute and  
also is involved with implementation of a new doctoral program 
in the college of nursing.

the endowed professorship was critical to Dwyer’s  
decision to move to oklahoma from her previous position at 
vanderbilt university. “i wasn’t looking to move and was very 
comfortable in tennessee. once i paid a visit to oklahoma and 
learned more about oucn and the endowed chair, i saw that 
it was an exciting opportunity. Without the endowed chair,  
i doubt i would have made the move.”

her reasons were twofold and reflect both the difficulties 
faced by nurse researchers generally and the inherent  
challenges of moving a research project from one institution  
to another.

“the chair provides understandable recognition that you 
are doing quality work,” she says, “especially when you’re  
interacting with other disciplines. many people still don’t 
understand that a nursing phD is a research degree, not a  
clinical degree. the ‘labeling’ that comes with holding the 
chair allows me to interface with others without having to 
explain that i’m a doctorally prepared researcher. it has  
definitely opened doors across campus.”

on a more fundamental front, the resources that came 
with the chair were a boon to moving her research. as Dwyer 
explains, “i had applied for a grant from the national institute 
of nursing research (ninr) while still in tennessee, and  
the proposal received a very good score. however, the proposal 
was submitted in response to a call for projects using commu-
nity-based participatory research methods and the proposal  
had been designed utilizing a community group i assembled  
in that state. all of that community-based networking had  
to be reconstructed in oklahoma if i was to move the research 
project. the endowment funds made it possible for me to  
begin laying the groundwork for an oklahoma-based partner-
ship in January 2007, host a networking luncheon in march, 
have a partnership in place by mid-may, and receive funding 
from ninr in september. at the very least, it would have 
taken much longer without the chair, if i had been able  
to manage it at all.”

she is a great believer in the value of community-based 
participatory research, and her project partners are a group  
of african american breast cancer survivors or supportive  
others; together they are working to create a multimedia 
approach that can be accessed no matter where the family  
lives. the approach also considers cultural differences faced  
by black women such as a need to appear strong at all costs. 
fostering post-treatment transitions in african-american 
breast cancer survivors is funded by the ninr at the 
national institutes of health.

carole Kenner, dean of oucn, explains that at oucn, 
“people who hold endowed chairs are assumed to be senior, 
very accomplished faculty who automatically garner a great  

exemplifying academic leader ship 
k AthLeen Dw yer AnD LinDA phiLLips
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deal of support. they also have  
a great deal of responsibility to  
be good mentors to junior faculty 
and to leverage interdisciplinary 
resources at a higher level than 
would otherwise occur. Dwyer’s 
research is cutting edge, and her 
leadership is taking treatment  
to an entirely new level of care.”

phillips, phD, mn ’73,  
bsn ’69, rn, faan, fgsa, 
holder of the audrienne h. 
moseley endowed chair in nursing 
at the university of california,  
los angeles (ucla), since 2006, 
has proven vision and the drive 
behind it to accomplish her goals. 
she was one of the earliest 
researchers to focus on care-giving 
to frail elders, particularly the 
crosscultural aspects of such care, 
and the field of elder abuse. she  
first turned her attention to elder 
abuse many years ago as a home 
health nurse for the visiting nurse 

association of allegheny county in the 1970s. 
“elder abuse was the most difficult thing i dealt with.  

it wasn’t on the forefront of anything, there were no laws  
specific to the problem, and we had very few alternatives at  
the time,” phillips states. her dissertation (completed in 1980) 
was one of the first pieces of research to address the issue, and 
she has been in the lead ever since.

“i love this work,” phillips told Pitt Nurse in a 2006 inter-
view while still on the faculty at the university of arizona. 
“there are not enough hours in the day to do all of what  
needs to be done, but i believe we are raising awareness of  
the challenges and stimulating health professionals to think 
about these issues as they plan care for elders.” 

phillips was given the national Doris schwartz 
gerontological nursing research award in 2007 in recogni-
tion of her innovative research over the course of 30 years that 
has improved the lives of countless numbers of elderly. phillips’ 

research has received more than 24 federal and 10 state grants 
from sources that include the ninr and national institute on 
aging. she has published more than 40 refereed journal articles 
on caregiving and abuse of caregivers, 15 additional articles, 
four scholarly books, and 13 book chapters.

in a follow-up interview with Pitt Nurse this year, phillips 
was asked about her new role at ucla.

she recalled that around the time of the previous interview 
with Pitt Nurse, “i had been at arizona for more than 25 years 
and was contemplating what to do next. the ucla school of 
nursing announced a newly endowed chair, and after talking 
with the late dean, marie J. cowan, phD, rn, faan (who 
could be very persuasive!), it became clear that it was a perfect 
opportunity for me at this phase of my career.” phillips retired 
from arizona and headed for los angeles in 2006.

now she focuses on the next generation of leadership  
“in tandem with carrying on her own research.

Janice D. crist, phD, rn, a former colleague of phillips’ 
at arizona says, “Dr. phillips has always had an extraordinary 
commitment to mentoring and role-modeling, for which she  
has been sought for decades by graduate and postgraduate  
students. her mentoring of doctoral students and postdoctoral 
fellows has attracted numerous nurse researchers to the area  
of family care for the elderly. i was one of those postdoctoral 
fellows and can attest to her dedication.”

so, what is the main advantage of holding an endowed 
chair for someone who is already at the top of her field? phillips 
echoes Dwyer’s response in part: resources. “the chair came 
with the funds to support development of the center for 
gerontological nursing. i was able to hire a postdoc and  
a staff member to support gerontological research and care  
and am working with more junior faculty to give them oppor-
tunities they might not otherwise have had in this field.”

crist notes that phillips frequently copublishes with those 
whom she mentors and stays involved with former students  
as a consultant on their research grants. “she is simply inspira-
tional,” says crist.

and what does phillips say when asked how it feels  
to hold such a prestigious position attained after a lifetime  
of leadership?

“i’m having fun—this is my retirement adventure!”

exemplifying academic leader ship 
k AthLeen Dw yer AnD LinDA phiLLips

Photo of Linda Phillips courtesy of Reed Hutchinson at Calfoto

kathleen A. Dwyer, above 
Linda R. Phillips, below
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Dream Weaver: 
alUmna strives to imProve aDherence  
to sleeP aPnea treatment

for the More thAn 12 MiLLion americans who 
suffer from sleep apnea, a good night’s sleep  
is a precious commodity. as common a health 
disorder as diabetes, sleep apnea occurs  
when a person’s breathing stops or becomes 
extremely shallow during sleep, with each 
pause in breath lasting 10–20 seconds,  
20–30 times or more every hour.

the risks are sobering: according to the 
national institutes of health (nih), people 
with untreated sleep apnea can be at increased 
risk for high blood pressure, heart attack,  
and stroke, as well as work-related and driving  
accidents. yet patients demonstrate only  
a 50 percent adherence rate in their first  
week of treatment. 

that’s where Terri Weaver comes in. 
Weaver, phD, bsn ’73, cs, faan, is an asso-
ciate professor and chair of the biobehavioral 
and health sciences Division at the university 
of pennsylvania school of nursing. she is 
studying issues that impact adherence and 
quality of life in patients with sleep disorders. 

recognized nationally and internationally 
for her research on the effect of daytime sleep-
iness on daily behaviors and assessment of 
treatment outcomes, Weaver has developed 
two disease-specific functional status mea-
sures: one for chronic pulmonary disorders, 
the other for sleep disorders.

Weaver’s current research is supported by 
the national heart blood and lung institute 
of nih. in may 2006, she was named chair of 

the national board of Directors of the 
american lung association, and in october 
2006, she was named that year’s recipient of  
its ada sue hinshaw award, an unrestricted 
grant that supports the work of a nurse 
researcher. it is intended to focus attention  
on the significance of nursing research and  
the contributions made by nurse scientists  
that improve health care.

Weaver has developed the gold standard 
for studies of quality of life in patients with 
sleep apnea. among the most common  
treatments for the disorder is the continuous  
positive airway pressure (cpap) machine, 
which requires patients to wear a mask over 
their noses during sleep. the mask blows  
air into the patient’s throat at a customized 
pressure level, keeping the throat open  
during sleep. 

software embedded in the cpap machine 
enables providers to identify adherence infor-
mation, the patient’s functional status, and  
the person’s ability to respond to treatment. 

When individuals perceive the benefits  
of the cpap, they are more likely to use it, 
Weaver theorizes. and if she can improve 
adherence to treatment, “insurers are more 
willing to pay for it,” she adds. 

terri Weaver
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”
manager groups, still a  
fairly radical concept at the 
time (1991–92). “We recog-
nized that anyone in a  
leadership role is dealing 
with the same issues, and  
we should be accessing our 
collective wisdom to benefit 
patient care,” she says.

in 1999, Wolf founded  
the three-tiered leadership 
academy to give emerging, 
operational, and strategic 
leaders from across the country the leadership skills  
they need to adapt and excel in a transformational health  
care environment. 

in 2007, she received a grant award from the provost’s 
advisory council on instructional excellence for the virtual 
hospital: a business simulation model for nursing leaders. 
an innovative Web-based tool using the case study method, 
virtual hospital allows students to learn and evaluate multiple 
solutions in a simulated setting without subjecting patients  
and/or organizations to actual risk.

“nurses really need integrated business training,” says 
Wolf. “taking isolated business and finance courses will teach 
you theory, but it doesn’t translate that theory into the real 
environment, and that has direct implications for the quality  
of patient care.”

Wolf has been teaching leadership skills at pitt’s school  
of nursing since 1982 and brings 30 years of nursing manage-
ment and leadership experience to her students. in addition,  
she has conducted numerous seminars and lectures across the 
united states and around the world. 

“Dr. Wolf is a visionary nursing leader who has inspired 
generations of nurses to lead and learn guided by exemplary 
standards and evidence-based practice. i know of no other indi-
vidual more deserving of this prestigious award,” says aone 
president linda everett, phD, rn, faan.

“
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gail Wolf Wins 
aone lifetime 
achievement award

Dr. Wolf is 
a visionary  
nursing leader 
who has inspired 
generations of 
nurses to lead  
and learn. 

the LifetiMe Achie veMent AwArD honors an american 
organization of nurse executives (aone) member who  
is recognized by the broader nursing community as a signifi-
cant leader in the nursing profession and who has served 
aone in an important leadership capacity, demonstrating the 
qualities of leadership and service to the nursing profession  
by his or her professional and personal example.

Gail Wolf, Dns, msn, bsn, faan, coordinator  
of the nursing administration and leadership program in  
the Department of acute and tertiary care, embodies the  
aone vision: shaping the future of health care through  
innovative nursing leadership. During the early 1980s, she  
was a member of one of the first classes of Wharton fellows,  
a highly selective group of nurse executives chosen to attend  
an intensive three-week training session at the university of 
pennsylvania’s Wharton school. it was one of the first—if not 
the first—systematic effort to apply business information and 
practices to the practice of nursing. “it was a watershed moment 
for nursing,” Wolf says, “and for me, too. as a hospital nurse 
administrator, i was painfully aware of the gaps between the 
clinical and business sides of health care, and this crystallized 
many things for me.

 “clinical practice is near and dear to our hearts, but  
you have to be able to speak the language of business to 
advance the role of nursing within the health care sector,”  
she says. “unfortunately, nurses traditionally have received 
almost no such training.” through her hospital leadership roles, 
teaching (which she has done throughout her career), research, 
lecturing, and writing, Wolf has stepped into and led the way  
in filling this void.

in 1989, Wolf helped develop the transformational model 
for professional practice in health care organizations to  
provide the framework for integrating a health care system,  
balance competing priorities, develop leaders and staff, and 
maintain an unerring focus on the organization’s values  
and goals. her research continues to focus on the application 
and outcomes of this model.

she led aone as its president during its 25th anniversary 
year, as it strove to integrate the organization’s executive and 
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“i AbsoLuteLy Love whAt i Do!” says 
Victoria L. Rich, phD ’91, msn ’84, 
rn, faan, chief nursing officer  
at the hospital of the university of 
pennsylvania. her hope is that in finding 
a solution for the current nursing short-
age, she will be able to convince others 
to love the profession, too.

recognized as an outstanding policy 
leader in the shortage and recruitment 
crisis, rich was named a Distinguished 
alumnus of the pitt school of nursing in 
2006 and recently earned similar honors 
from indiana university of pennsylvania. 

she views nurses as the key point  
of information for the patient.

“everything is about the patient,” 
she says. “nurses are conduits for infor-
mation through the entire continuum  
of care from the initial assessment 
through discharge.”

and it’s discharge that rich  
believes may be the most critical time  
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faculty achievements
the 79 full-time school of Nursing faculty members are distinguished by their academic achieve-
ments and by their contributions beyond the classroom. During 2006–07, this included:

Distinguished alumnus Works for  
nurse recruitment and patient safety

“the nurse is  
accountable  
for the safety  
and education  
of patients and  
their families.”

 11 FAAN memberships;

 service on more than 45 state and 
national boards along with members 
who held at least 42 offices and  
committee chairs;

 service on more than 44 advisory  
panels and task forces; and

for nurses to assess patient safety infor-
mation, another of her passions. 

considered a pioneer in patient 
safety systems and initiatives, rich  
developed an innovative framework  
for creating and sustaining a culture  
of safety that has become a model in  
the united states.

 “the nurse is accountable for  
the safety and education of patients and  
their families through surveillance  
and reconnaissance,” she says.

as a consultant with the u.s. food  
and Drug administration, rich uses  
evidence-based practice tools to help 
design medical technology that is safe 
and easy for health care providers to  
use. she also is working with the engi-
neering and computer science depart-
ments at penn to design a platform  
for doctors and nurses to interface  
with human factors.

 service on more than 34 review and  
editorial boards.

 Faculty also have been first or second 
authors of more than 100 articles,  
20 abstracts, and six book chapters.

 In addition, 25 members of the faculty 
were recognized with 31 awards during 
the same time frame.

Combined with untold hours of service to the profession and to the community that are not 
included in these numbers, School of Nursing faculty are an impressive group of people! 
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exemplifying  
student leadership

we’ ve ALL he ArD the expression, “she’s a  
born leader,” but leaders don’t magically 
appear fully developed like athena springing 
from the head of zeus. it takes time, a honing 
of skills, and the opportunity to stretch before 
most leaders emerge and are recognized. 
the school of nursing is fortunate to have 
dynamic student leaders who are well along 
that path: Stephanie Borkowski and her col-
leagues on the nursing student association 
(nsa) board, of which she serves as president. 
other nsa board members this year are 
liz Konieczny, secretary-treasurer; Katie 
mccormick, vice president of professional 
development; amber boyer, vice president 
of fundraising; allison pavlov, vice president 
of service; and sirena lehmer, social events 
chair. all of the board members are seniors. 
nsa represents the university of pittsburgh 
chapter of the affiliate, student nurses’ 
association of pittsburgh (snap) and 
national student nurses’ association. 

nsa advisor suzanne brody, bsn, 
rn, says, “steph has brought a level  
of initiative, energy, enthusiasm, and 
commitment to nsa that is just 
extraordinary, leading it through  
a dramatic revitalization.”

brody also notes that this leader-
ship hasn’t ended at the doors to 
victoria hall. “steph and Katie both 

have terrific organizational and political 
instincts. they successfully organized cam-
paigns to help our student representatives win 
statewide office. sophomore Jatolloa Davis 

was elected as the greater pittsburgh region 

“steph hAs brought A LeveL of initiAtive, energy, enthusiAsM, 
AnD coMMitMent to nsA thAt is Just ex tr AorDinAry.” 

representative at the snap state convention, 
a seat that Katie held the prior year.”

borkowski has never sought to define  
herself as a leader—she just enjoys working 
with people, likes to be involved in things, and 
is really passionate about improving the lives 
of others. that quality also makes her a caring 
nurse with an ability to inspire others. “my 
primary inspiration comes from the patients 
i’ve cared for, many of whom have maintained 
perspective and kept a positive attitude even 
when they were very sick,” she says.

nurses are another source of inspiration. 
“they work incredibly hard and will do  
anything to enhance patient care. plus, the 
faculty here are just so accomplished—i’ll  
be researching a topic and realize that the  
articles were written by my professors who are 
conducting amazing research. it’s incredible  
to be a part of a world-renowned school.” 

she loves the emphasis on evidence- 
based research (ebr). “ebr makes all of us 
technical leaders. part of what makes nursing 
so interesting is that it’s always changing, and 
research is a major part of that. if you like  
stasis, don’t pick nursing!”

for someone who thrives on activity and 
manages to balance a successful academic 
career (she’s on the Dean’s list) with signifi-
cant outside activity, borkowski’s future career 
choice seems a natural: she hopes to work in  
a hospital er in her native philadelphia and 
eventually go on to graduate work. 

“i look forward to seeing steph’s name  
in Pitt Nurse 10 years from now,” says brody. 
“it will be exciting to read about the contribu-
tions she has made to the profession!”

s t u D e n t  L e A D e r s S t e p h a n i e  B o r ko w S k i ,  n S a  p r e S i d e n t
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the schooL’s schoL Arship progr AM 
represents both academic excellence  
and a commitment by alumni and 
friends who support academic excellence 
in nursing educa tion. scholarship donors 
have generously invested in nursing’s 
future, while scholarship awardees are 
preparing to become the future of  
the profession —our connection to  
a tomorrow filled with boundless 
promise and opportunity. 

our scholarship list continues to 
grow each year thanks to the generous 
support of alumni and friends. We  
are proud of each of our scholarship 
awardees and grateful to all of our 
donors. their ongoing support of 
nursing education assists our best and 
brightest students to successfully meet 
their educational goals.

s c h o L A r s h i p s

scholarships 
the future of nursing

Frank & Anna minno scholarship Fund in 
memory of their Daughter Lt. Col. Julia minno

lexie armstrong 

kathryn C. & John W. Conway endowed student 
Nursing Award

susanne apgar 
Katie stonelake 

Ladies hospital Aid society endowed Fund for  
student Resources

margaret campbell 

Lt. Ann visnovsky miner–Class of 1948 Nursing 
scholarship Fund

megan Donaldson 

margaret m. Dick Quasi-endowed scholarship  
in the school of Nursing

callan carnahan 
Kaitlyn Deardorff 
laura Dum 
allison mentzer 
christine mulkern 
Patricia owen 

Navy RotC scholarship
alexis Krestos 

Nursing Alumni senior student Award
shannon moore 

Pirates Alumni African-American Nursing  
student scholarship

lauren Williams 

Rebecca olive mckinney endowed Fund for  
student Resources

meghan nicola 

the stella yaksich endowed scholarship
Phoebe stewart 

the tony and mildred sherry savino memorial  
student Resource Fund

christopher Zorger 

William Randolph hearst Foundation  
endowed scholarship Fund for undergraduate 
Nursing students

emily landkrohn 

unDergr ADuAte AwArDs

Adena Johnson Davis scholarship in Nursing
oluwatobi adeboyejo  
Keiara Williams 

African-American Nursing Alumni scholarship
michael okoye 

Ann m.J. Reed memorial scholarship
thomas D. carnahan, iv 
meryl Kohos 
amanda nietupski  
brittany tatro 
theresa timcheck  
Jessica Westfall 
Keiara Williams 

Anne J. Pierce endowed Fund for  
student Resources

george moura 

Army RotC Partners in Nursing education 
scholarship

megan Donaldson  

Cameos of Caring endowed Nursing scholarship
leslie edwards
ronald a. mennow 
Kimberly a. Pikul 
shari renee sand 

Deborah elaine Lawhorn memorial Fund 
indira gowda 

Dr. Ann gera yurick memorial Fund
heather harris

elaine F. hagerty memorial Nursing student 
Resources Fund

allison borza 

elizabeth Lucas & Wilbur J. Chaffee memorial 
undergraduate scholar’s Award

laura sperli 

ellen B. Rudy endowed scholarship for Future  
Nursing Leaders

amanda botscheller 
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Robert and Jennifer 
savino (left) and  
Dean Jacqueline 
Dunbar-Jacob (far 
right) congratulate 
Christopher Zorger 
’08, recipient of the 
tony and mildred 
sherry savino 
memorial student 
Resource Fund 
scholarship.

Corinne m. Barnes endowed scholarship
Kristin nowack (DnP)

Doris e. & Davina J. gosnell endowed  
Nursing scholarship

serafina bear (msn)

Dorothy Drake Brooks endowment
theresa hilton-berger (msn)
rachel rahe (msn)

the elizabeth Bayer Baxter student  
Resource Fund

heidi stogard (msn)

elizabeth Lloyd Noroian scholarship
Julie Doebler (msn)

gail A. Wolf graduate Nursing Leadership Award
laura fennimore (DnP)

Jeanne swindell Wolfe orr endowed Fund  
for graduate students

mary riley (msn)

gr ADuAte AwArDs

Beryl B. haughton Jackson endowed Fund for 
graduate students to study Women’s health

Jill v. radtke (PhD)

Bessie Li sze scholarship
amy federoff (msn)

Cameos of Caring endowed Nursing scholarship
becky broskey (msn)
erin s. carwile (msn)
laraine f. coyne (msn)
Kimberly a. curry (msn)
amy federoff (msn)
Jason c. hamilton (msn)
elizabeth lazzaro (msn)
melissa a. miller (msn)
mary thompson newcomb (msn)
lindsey orlowski (msn)
Jill v. radtke (PhD)
melanie b. shatzer (DnP)
heidi l. stogard (msn)
Kristine Keefer Wolff (DnP)

Patricia P. Lynch scholarship
barbara chesnutt (msn)

Rose e. Constantino endowed scholarship
beth grabiak (PhD)

susan Nath Bywaters endowment Award
Jacqueline sepaniac (msn)

szeming sze student Award
claudia Kregg-byers (PhD)

the marie s. houston, PhD, RN student 
Resource Fund for Nursing education*

leslie scheuer (msn)

W. edward and Jeannette L. Wolfe  
memorial Fund

Jessica linney (msn)

* First-time awards
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a celebration  
of nursing

cameos of caring

since 1999, the universit y of pit tsburgh 
school of nursing has been the proud 
sponsor of the cameos of caring awards 
program and gala, created to honor 
outstanding nurses for their dedication 
to quality patient care, increase public 
awareness of the nursing profession  
by highlighting its career rewards, and 
recruit a new generation of nurses to  
offset the current nursing shortage. 
twenty hospitals joined the cameos of 
caring family that first year; in 2007,  
43 hospitals/care facilities and nine 
schools of nursing, spanning a nine-
county area, and one international facil-
ity participated in the cameos of caring 
tradition. of the 62 nurses honored at 
the ninth annual cameos of caring 
awards gala, 21 were pitt alums. 

in addition to recognizing excep-
tional nurses, proceeds from the event 
benefit the scholarship fund; nearly 
$600,000 has been raised since the  
program’s inception.

in 2006, the cameos of caring 
awards program introduced the cameos 
of caring nurse educator award. 
because outstanding nursing faculty are 
key to training the next generation of 
skilled nurses and alleviating the nursing 
shortage, recognizing nurse educators 
brings the event full circle. this year, 
nine outstanding nurse educators were 
recognized from area diploma, associate 
degree, and baccalaureate schools of 
nursing, including two pitt school of 
nursing faculty members: 

•	Ann M. Mitchell, phD, rn, ahn, 
bc (pittsburgh campus)

•	Becky A. Sease, msn, rn 
(Johnstown campus) 

in addition, six school of 
nursing alumni were also honored 
with nurse educator awards:

•	Darlene Gattens (mn ’81,  
bsn ’75), West penn allegheny 
health system, the Western 
pennsylvania hospital school  
of nursing

•	Maureen E. Gaydos Leonardo 
(mn ’80, bsb, cne, crnp,  
bc), Duquesne university 
school of nursing

•	Elaine L. Patalski (msn ’88,  
bsn ’81, crnp), upmc 
shadyside school of nursing

•	Michele Dropik Rega (msn 
’93, bsn ’81, rn), West penn 
allegheny health system, the 
Western pennsylvania hospital 
school of nursing

•	Janey A. Roach (msn ’92, mned, 
bsn, onc), upmc st. margaret 
school of nursing

•	Carl A. Ross (phD, msn,  
bsn ’85, crnp, bc, cne),  
robert morris university

fif teen other pit t ALuMs received 
cameos of caring awards:

•	Keli Ann Heiple (msn ’03,  
rn, crnp), indiana regional 
medical center 
Advanced Practice Awardee 
(Posthumous Award)

•	Dale E. Heron (msn ’01, crna), 
university of pittsburgh physicians, 
Department of anesthesiology 
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Susan Jackson (bsn ’87, rn), 
children’s hospital of pittsburgh  
of upmc 
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Martha Lee Kuhns (phD ’93, 
msm ’84, aprn, bc), Western 
psychiatric institute and clinic  
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Karen F. Little (msn ’06, rn),  
va pittsburgh healthcare system–
heinz Division 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Mary Alice McLaughlin  
(msn ’88, bsn, rn),  
upmc passavant 
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Ronald Mennow (bsn ’07, rn), 
upmc st. margaret 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Mary Beth Pais (mned ’80, bsn, 
onc), upmc presbyterian 
Advanced Practice Awardee

2007 Cameos of Caring Awardee kimberly Arenth of uPmC 
south side accepts her award from Dean Dunbar-Jacob while 
mike Clark of WtAe-tv watches.
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D e v e l o P m e n t  n e W s

the schooL of nursing’s first-fLoor Lobby recently became  
a much nicer place for students, faculty, and visitors, thanks 
to the generosity of rita l. Doll (ma ’60, bsneD ’56). Doll 
made a gift to renovate the front area of the first-floor lobby 
in memory of her stepfather and mother, cyril mulley and 
angelica lombardi mulley.

the first-floor lobby is used heavily by studying students, 
faculty, and visitors to the school as well as for functions  
year-round. improvements include new flooring, paint, win-
dow treatments, and furniture. even the sculptures in the 
lobby are receiving some attention by having their pedestals 
updated. the renovated space is welcoming and comfortable 
while still projecting a sophisticated look for the school.

for more information on how you can make a difference 
in victoria hall, contact Julie a. harris at 412-624-7541 or  
toll free at 1-866-217-1124 or via e-mail at jah109@pitt.edu.

alumni gift creates  
a better first impression 
and a lasting tribute

the newly refinished lobby made possible by a generous contribution from alumnus  
Rita L. Doll, mA ’60, BsNed ’56. sculptures created by Judith strellec Charlson, BsN ’66

•	Aurora Patterson (bsn ’00, rn), 
indiana regional medical center 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Joy M. Peters (msn ’96, mba ’96, 
bDn), West penn allegheny health 
system, allegheny general hospital 
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Lisa Schoch (msn ’06, bsn, rn, 
ccrn), upmc presbyterian 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Barbara Schultz (bsn ’73, rn), 
upmc passavant 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Mary Lou Goodrich Sirianni 
(bsn ’77, rn), magee-Womens 
hospital of upmc 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

•	Karen Balke Stein (msed,  
bsn ’84, rn), magee-Womens 
hospital of upmc 
Advanced Practice Awardee

•	Sandra L. Zebrak (bsn ’79, rn),  
excela health, Westmoreland 
hospital 
Cameos of Caring Awardee

 

a special thanks to the  
2007 cameos of caring  
event sponsors:

•	center for organ recovery &  
education

•	integrated voice solutions

•	Jewish healthcare foundation

•	Johnson & Johnson

•	stat staffing

•	university of pittsburgh medical  
center (upmc)

mailto:jah109@pitt.edu
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D e v e l o P m e n t  n e W s

a conversation  
with Julie a. harris,  
Director of Development

q
A

q
A

q
A

q
A

it has been a great year as the new director of 
development for the school of nursing. i want  
to share some questions that frequently come up, 
not only this past year but in the 15 years i’ve 
worked in development. 

there are so many worthy causes competing for 
philanthropic dollars. what motivates a donor to 
give to his or her alma mater?

everyone knows that charitable giving comes 
from the heart. however, i think it often 
comes from the head as well. When someone 
has enjoyed a positive educational experience, 
or has greatly benefited in his or her career 
because of what was learned at college or  
university, it is a natural response for that  
person to want to support the institution and 
help ensure it will be able to provide similar 
benefits for future generations. frequently, 
alumni tell me that if it weren’t for the schol-
arship assistance one person received, or  
the special interest a particular professor 
showed another, that person would never  
have achieved what he or she has. the heart  
is grateful and the head says this is a worth-
while effort to support.

 we know that donors of very large gifts to charity 
can change lives, but what impact, if any, can the 
smaller donor make?

people don’t realize what an amazing impact 
they can make with small gifts over a long 
period of time. for example, there is an 
increasing need in the school of nursing for 
support for scholarship funds. the ability to 
offer tuition assistance enables the school to 
attract the best and brightest students. 
together, people can make a big difference. 
no matter the size of a gift, i am always happy 
to work with donors to determine exactly how 
they would like for their gifts to be used.

why is a planned gift a good choice for a donor who 
wants to support the school of nursing?

there are several different scenarios that  
make a planned gift a good choice. for exam-
ple, for individuals who want to make a contri-
bution to their alma mater, but who are 
concerned about first taking care of personal 
or family obligations, a planned gift can offer 
a great opportunity to achieve both goals.  
a bequest in a will, a beneficiary designation 
on a life insurance policy or a retirement 
account, or a remainder interest in a trust are 
easily accomplished—and these gifts do not 
take effect until the death of the donor. or,  
for an alum who is concerned about having  
an adequate income during his or her life, 
charitable gift vehicles, such as charitable gift 
annuities and charitable remainder trusts, can 
provide a guaranteed stream of income for  
the donor, with the balance eventually going 
to support the school.

Does a donor need a minimum amount in order to 
establish a planned gift?

no. anyone can make a planned gift of any 
amount. a bequest in a will, a beneficiary  
designation on a paid-up life insurance policy, 
or a future gift of securities are all examples  
of planned gifts that may run the gamut from 
modest to major. gifts of any size are greatly 
appreciated and can help make a positive 
impact on the school.

please feel free to contact me if you would like to 
discuss any of these topics in greater detail or if 
you have a question of your own. i can be reached 
at 412-624-7541 or at jah109@pitt.edu. 

mailto:jah109@pitt.edu
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honor roll of Donors 2006–07
the school of nursing is deeply 
grateful to the following individuals 
and organizations who have pro-
vided their support and friendship. 
this list reflects donations from 
July 2006 to June 2007. names, 
titles, and degree information 
reflect each individual’s “preferred” 
saluatation in our records. for 
further information or to provide 
any corrections or omissions to 
this list, please contact Julie a. 
harris, director of development, 
at 412-624-7541 or via e-mail at 
jah109@pitt.edu.

* Denotes gifts with matching funds.

 Names in italics denote donors who  
have passed away.

inDiviDuALs $5,000 AnD More

g. Nicholas Beckwith III

kathryn may Conway, ’49, and  
John W. Conway 

Rita L. Doll, ’56, ’60

marie smith houston, PhD, ’61;  
eDu’86

Lucie s. young kelly, PhD, ’47, ’57; 
eDu’65

Estate of Mary Louise Lane

Miss Mary Lou Lane, ’48

Jeanne W. orr, ’50, ’61

estate of Jayne Declue Wiggins

Jayne Declue Wiggins, ’53

sallie Jane Zoerb, ’47

inDiviDuALs $1,000–$4,999
susan Ann Albrecht, PhD, ’75, ’78; 
eDu’81, and John A. Albrecht

Cynthia elizabeth Allshouse, kgsB ’99, 
and t. Jeffrey Allshouse * 

mary Donnan Baker, ’58 ,and  
Frank t. Baker

Dorothy Drake Brooks, ’64, ’67

helen kissell Burns, PhD, ’81, ’93, and 
gerald R. Burns *

virginia A. Campbell, eDu ’58

Rose eva Bana Constantino, PhD,  
’71, ’79

mary Purdy Cook, ’54

William John Cully, CAs ’49 

Barbara Wheeler Davies and  
Randy Arlen Davies

Jacqueline Dunbar-Jacob, PhD

Audrey hillman Fisher

Beverly L. Freed-Lawrence, ’58

Lee glunt and J. Roger glunt,  
kgsB ’60 

Davina J. gosnell, PhD, ’67

elizabeth L. graham, PhD, ’68, ’70; 
eDu ’80

David C. hammers, kgsB ’59

margaret m. hill and John B. hill, mD, 
meD ’57

elsie h. hillman and henry L. hillman

Leslie A. hoffman, PhD, eDu ’79

Lana k. kelley

Janice scully Dorman, PhD, CAs ’75; 
gsPh ’81; gsPh ’83, and  
Ronald edward LaPorte, PhD,  
FAs ’74; FAs ’76; gs

thomas h. miller

Ruth Ann morgan, eDu ’52

emma elizabeth Rose, CAs ’45;  
LIs ’51

mary schubert and  
Richard J. schubert

glenwood C. scott

Dorothy B. sheahan

Angela simon staab, ’65, ’72, and 
thomas Robert staab, kgsB ’64;  
kgsB ’66

estate of Frances L. steward

Frances L. steward

h. Campbell stuckeman

Nancy L. stuever, ’78, and  
A. Lawrence stuever *

Debra Newmeyer thompson, ’77, ’81, 
and John W. thompson

mark ellis tipton

inDiviDuALs $500–$999
Leota thoman Acord, PhD, ’74;  
eDu ’81 

Janet A. Barlett 

Walter e. Brown Jr. 

Charlotte Jones Buchman, ’53 

John henry Campbell, kgsB ’50 

yu-mei yu Chao, PhD, ’67, ’79 

Cynthia Cecilia Chernecky, ’80 

michelle m. Covey, ’82 

Constance Notopoulos Drenning, ’65, 
and Richard P. Drenning * 

Rebecca Webster hudson, ’63, and 
Floyd e. hudson 

A. Alice kindling, ’64, ’66; gsPh ’84 

mary Lee Zurich Long, ’73, ’02 

Joanne malenock, PhD, eDu ’79 

Judith tabolt matthews,  
PhD, ’98; gsPh ’99, and  
Richard Alan matthews, kgsB ’79 * 

Patricia mcQuade mego, ’82 

Pearl Friedman moore, RN, mN,  
FAAN, ’68, ’74 

thelma e. Patrick, PhD, ’91 

kathryn mckavish Puskar, DrPh,  
mN, ’71; gsPh ’78; gsPh ’81, and 
george Puskar 

Cheryle Remley 

marguerite Jackson schaefer, Ds, 
scDhyg, gsPh ’64, ’72 

sandra A. sell, ’88 

Roseanna spizzirri, ’72 

margaret m. Wilden and mark Wilden *

Nancy Jo Wilson, ’76 

gail A. Wolf and Charles h. Wolf 

June yonas

inDiviDuALs $100–$499
Julie W. Abrera 

kurt Adams 

Alice heiple Ahlfeld, ’65 

sheila Alexander, PhD, ’89, ’04 

Rose marie Alvin, PhD, ’86 

geraldine mae Decarbo Angel,  
PhD, ’63; eDu ’91 

Alexandra Czernecki Aramini, ’73 

Rhona s. Arbit, ’80 

margaret s. Austin, ’54 

Andrea Joy Backers, ’91 

Frances Powell Bakewell, ’54, and 
Frank s. Bakewell Jr., mD 

suzanne Laughrey Ballard, ’52, and 
Amos Donald Ballard, eNg ’52 

margaret L. Balog, ’51; gsPh ’60 

susan elizabeth Bare, ’94 

Robert W. Barrett 

Bryan Louis Barshick, ’94 

Carl R. Bauer 

gerene sue Bauldoff, PhD, ’93, ’01 

kim komaromy Beam, ’78 

valerie mechelle Bell, ’86, ’91 

Ruth smith Bendel, ’83, ’92, and  
Patrick s. Bendel 

Catherine marie Bender, PhD, ’79, ’94 

John Robert Bender Jr., PhD, eDu ’60; 
eDu ’62; eDu ’69 

Aimee Becker Benedict, ’79 

Diane schleyer Berkowitz, ’99 

miss madeline C. Bertucci, ’74 

Louise hartzfeld Bierer, ’58 

Jean Lockhart Blair, ’56, ’76 

Alice maus Blazeck, ’75 

eva tansky Blum, esquire,  
CAs ’70; LAW ’73 

Patricia Ann Bohachick, PhD, ’67,  
’70, ’81 

marilyn hood Bohn, ’55 

Jamie A. Borrasso, gRe ’00 

Judith kuhlman Boyko, ’67 

Joann switala Bralich, PIA ’87 

Jacqueline goldberg Breakstone, ’86 

Joan e. Britten 

suzanne W. Broadhurst and  
James sherwood Broadhurst, kgsB ’66 

suzanne o. Brody, ’80 

margaret o. Brophy, ’49, and  
James e. Brophy 

Joseph J. Brun, ’94, ’98 

Charlene A. Buchanan, ’01 

Julie marie Budinger, ’96 

Rebecca sheffey Bumsted, ’64 

Constance Fulgenzi Buran, ’85 

Lora e. Burke, PhD, ’97; gsPh ’98 

Lawrence s. Busch 

Ruth s. Butts, ’54 

Boyd Campbell 
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James William Campbell, eDu ’52;  
eDu ’55 

Linda Campbell, RN, RNP, ’60 

tama meledandri Carey, ’77 

Leah mae s. Carlisle, ’66 

Donna Dvorsky Caruthers, PhD, ’78, 
’82, ’05, and William Franklin  
Caruthers II, esquire, LAW ’80 

Bob Cermignano 

Denise Charron-Prochownik 

margaret husband Cochran, ’72 

susan m. Cohen 

Patricia Bayer Colonna, ’54, ’60, and 
Albert J. Colonna, FAs ’52 

Andrea kathleen Conover, ’82, and 
steven m. Conover 

Carolyn hocker Cooper, ’68 

melanie Cordoro, ’96 

karen L. Courtney 

Lynn A. klanchar, ’78, and  
Donn moore Chip Coutts 

karen susanne Cramer, ’97 

Anne Lipps Crawford, ’78 

miss Nancy Jane Crouthamel,  
’75, ’83 

susan Rae Culbertson, ’57 

Patricia Ann Cuthbert, ’68;  
eDu ’72, ’82 

mildred L. Czar, ’50, ’57 

kathleen yourish Czekaj, ’75 

Joeta kay D’este, ’82 

Lynda J. Davidson 

Adena Johnson Davis, ’47 

Alice Calabria Davis, ’73, ’84 

Beverly Ann Davis, ’70 

Ann Davisson, ’67 

Jason Dechant, PhD, CAs ’94; FAs ’96 

susan Penman Decker, ’81, and 
Richard L. Decker 

Richard J. s. Del signore, CAs ’54 

Annette J. Devito-Dabbs, PhD, ’03 

howard Richard Diehl 

Ann m. Dietrick, ’05 

Dana Divirgilio-thomas, gRe ’93;  
Cgs ’04; gsPh ’07 

susan Jaditz Dixon, ’70 

sandra Lee Doman, ’69 

maria groethe Donohue, ’92, and  
Bryan C. Donohue, mD 

mike Dorfner 

Barbara Louise Doring, hRP ’81 

Willa marlene Doswell 

martin W. Dowling 

Darlene Ann Dubay, eDu ’74, ’85, ’91 

margaret s. Dubuque, ’64 

Laure Lestinsky Dudley, ’79 

Judith mary Dzyak, ’73 

Jeanne turner earley, ’67, and  
William h. earley 

Anita mcAtee egan, ’79, and  
William Christopher egan, mD, meD ’83 

gilan el saadawi, meD ’04 

Rebecca Nealen ellis, ’87 

sandra Joyce engberg, PhD, ’87, ’93, 
and Richard Allen engberg, Cgs ’75 

Debra Jean engel, ’80, and  
gregory scott engel, mD, meD ’86 

kimberly Ann english, ’88, ’92 

Barbara hootman ensor, ’59 

Becky Lee Faett 

Deborah Pirone Fagan, ’81 

martha Fay Fellers, ’64, and  
Albert C. Fellers 

Jennifer Whitehurst Fellows,  
kgsB ’04, and martin Fellows * 

helen Ann Fetsko, ’69 

terri elizabeth Weaver, ’73, and  
Bruce Fiedler 

Dale Francis Fleck, ’00 

michelle Josiane Pfenninger, ’02, and 
Brendan Flynn 

Nancy Bush Fowler, ’61 

Nadine grace Frye, PhD, ’47, ’51;  
eDu’87 

michael D. gaber, kgsB ’00 

Dorothy mae gailani, ’49, ’55 

marybeth gallagher, ’80 

Patricia Rae galsky, ’77 
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valre Walter Welch, ’69 

Lucille valasek Werthman, ’76, ’79, 
and Ronald J. Werthman 

Jacqueline Wesche-thobaben 

Deborah Ann White 

susan marie Whitfield, ’83 

John Quincy Williams Jr., eDu ’72 

tracy s. Williams, ’88 

Walter michael Williams, meD ’78 

marie hawley Wilson, ’87, and  
Ronald scott Wilson, eNg ’87 

Jacqueline owens Winsett,  
eDu ’77; eDu ’81, and  
Rev. Joseph van Alfred Winsett 

margaret Ann Wintermyer, ’78 

Barbara vollenhover Wise, ’75, ’02 

michael Wise 

Patricia maloney Wolpert, ’76 

Norma Lou Wood, ’49 

martin Wynn 

Irene margaret yakulis, PhD, ’69, ’70; 
eDu ’82 

Laura stein yawnlis, ’84 

Joanne C. yost, ’63 

Judith Frances Zedreck, ’79 

Phyllis Dunkle Ziants, ’47 

Richard g. Ziegler, ’93 

kathleen m. Zoldos 

Eleanor Grace Zulick, ’62 

orgAnizAtions, founDAtions, 
AnD corporAtions
3m Foundation, Inc.

84 Lumber Co.

African American Women’s  
speakers Bureau

Alcoa Foundation

Alle-kiski medical Center

American Academy of Nursing

American Association of Critical  
Care Nurses

American Cancer society, Inc.

American Nurses Foundation

BAe systems

Becton Dickinson Foundation

Bill’s marine service 

Center for emergency medicine of 
Western Pennsylvania

Cerner Corp.

CF Advisors group

Citizens school of Nursing

Construction general Laborers and 
material handlers

CoRe

Duquesne university

excela health

exxonmobil Foundation

Federal home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh

First Commonwealth Bank

geico Philanthropic Foundation

glunt Contracting service Inc.

health and Community systems 
Faculty and staff

healthsouth harmarville 
Rehabilitation hospital

heritage valley Beaver

heritage valley sewickley

Indiana Regional medical Center

Integrated voice solutions

J.C. Costello Construction Inc.

James P. Fahey Co., Inc.

Jayar Construction Co., Inc.

Jefferson Regional medical Center

Jewish healthcare Foundation  
of Pittsburgh

Johnson and Johnson

kelly-Rielly-Nell Associates, Inc.

kennametal Foundation

Laborers’ Distrct Council of Western 
Pennsylvania

Latrobe hospital

LifeCare management services, LLC

macy’s Foundation

medical staff of the medical Center, 
Beaver, Pa., Inc.

medical staff of sewickley  
valley hospital

mellon Financial Corporation 
Foundation

mercy Critical Care Associates P.C.

the mercy hospital of Pittsburgh

mercy Jeannette memorial hospital

merrill Lynch and Co. Foundation

monongahela valley hospital

morgan stanley Foundation

Neuroscience Nursing Foundation

ohio valley general hospital

Passavant hospital Foundation

Pella Windows and Doors

Pennsylvania higher education 
Foundation

PPg Industries Foundation

Robert morris university

Roche Laboratories, Inc.

Rockwell Automation Charitable Corp.

schindler elevator Corp.

schumacher homes of  
greensburg, Inc.

sewickley valley hospital Foundation

sigma theta tau International, Inc.

sleepytime Anesthesia LLC

somerset hospital

speakman Financial group

st. margaret Foundation

stat staffing medical services, Inc.

susan g. komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation

t. A. Ward Constructors, Inc.

tenet healthcare Foundation

uniontown hospital

united Way of Allegheny County

university of Pittsburgh medical 
Center

uPmC Bedford memorial

uPmC Braddock

uPmC Braddock medical staff

uPmC Cancer Center

uPmC horizon Community health 
Foundation

uPmC magee Womens hospital

uPmC mckeesport

uPmC Passavant

uPmC Passavant Professional staff

uPmC Presbyterian hospital

uPmC saint margaret

uPmC shadyside hospital

uPmC south side

uPmC st. margaret staff

verizon Foundation

West virginia university hospital, Inc.

Western Pennsylvania hospital

the Western Pennsylvania hospital 
school of Nursing

Western Psychiatric Institute  
and Clinic

WPAhs-Allegheny general

WPAhs-Allegheny general hospital

WPAhs-Canonsburg general hospital

WPAhs-Forbes Regional hospital

WPAhs-suburban general hospital

h o n o r  r o l l  o f  d o n o r S  2 0 0 6 – 0 7
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A L u M n i

pitt nurses are everywhere!
universit y of pit tsburgh school  
of nursing alumni can be found  
in each of the 48 contiguous states, 
as well as alaska and hawaii.  
the map indicates that our  
densest alumni concentration  
lies within pennsylvania’s  
borders, but our presence  
is of national—and inter-
national—proportion.  
pitt nurses practice around 
the world from australia  
to the united Kingdom  
and can be found in  
28 countries. significant  
numbers of pitt nursing 
alumni live in canada, 
india, taiwan, and thailand. 

Distance may be a  
factor, but staying connected 
is easy. visit us often online  
at www.nursing.pitt.edu and 
keep your contact information 
current. your world is our world!

Alaska

4

Arizona

72
Arkansas

10

California

212

Colorado

68

Hawaii

14

Idaho

11

Iowa

10

Kansas

18

Louisiana

10

Minnesota

19

Missouri

35

Montana

5

Nebraska

4Nevada

19

New Mexico

23

North 
Dakota

1

Oklahoma

15

Oregon

28 South  
Dakota

4

Texas

153

Utah

6

Washington

53

Wisconsin

26
Wyoming

4

http://www.nursing.pitt.edu
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pitt nurses are everywhere!
worLDwiDe

Australia 1

Botswana 1

Canada  8

egypt 2

germany 1

India  7

Iraq 3

Israel  1

Japan 1

Jordan 2

korea 2

mali 1

mexico 1

Panama   1

Philippines 2

Puerto Rico 1

saudi Arabia 1

sierra Leone 1

singapore 2

south Africa 1

sweden 1

switzerland 1

taiwan, Republic of China  8

thailand 6

united kingdom 3

virgin Islands 1

America europe* 6

America Pacific* 2

*u.s. military address

Alabama

25

Connecticut

52

Delaware

37

District of 
Columbia

14

Florida

350

Georgia

92

Illinois

79 Indiana

43
Kentucky

40

Maine

15

Maryland

232

Massachusetts

58
Michigan

104

Mississippi

10

New 
Hampshire

16

New Jersey

103

New York

145

North Carolina

199

Ohio

331

Pennsylvania

6,455

Rhode Island

14

South  
Carolina

80

Tennessee

49

Vermont

9

Virginia

235

West 
Virginia

74
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success.” FtB is especially well-
represented by the Class of ’77: 
rosemary L. hoffmann (PhD, msN 
’83, BsN ’77, RN) is now an FtB 
faculty member.

1980s
susan bindon (BsN ’84) is the 
senior consultant for education 
development at LifeBridge health  
in Baltimore, md. she works with 
schools of nursing to establish 
relationships and possible part-
nerships that benefit both the 
students and the hospitals.

barbara brennan (msN ’84) is 
chief nursing officer for the skyline 
medical Center in Nashville, tenn.

Melanie erskine (BsN ’78,  
msN ’85) has recently been 
appointed by the veterans 
Integrated service Network to 
oversee the implementation  
of two nationally recognized  
programs designed to improve  
the health and well-being of 
veterans and their families, and 
to promote electronic access to 
health information for veterans, 
their families, and employees of 
10 veterans Administration  
medical centers and 43 affiliated 
outpatient clinics.

bonnie D. harr (msN ’82) is 
the chief operating officer of a 
multi-corporation medical center. 
she is also a national consultant 
to medical spas, an endorsed 
healthRhythms facilitator, and  
a soon-to-be-published author.

Janet horvath (BsN ’85) is a staff 
nurse at uPmC shadyside.

kathy butler Mayle (BsN ’77,  
mNed ’80, mBA) is a doctoral 
candidate in health care ethics at 
Duquesne university. 

1950s
eleanor M. stittich (mLit, ’54, 
BsNed, ’51) is professor emerita 
at California state university, 
Fresno. she was inducted into 
the Central san Joaquin valley 
Nursing hall of Fame in 2005, was 
appointed to the steering com-
mittee for the Center for Nursing 
excellence at Csu in 2007, and 
is listed in the eigth edition of 
Who’s Who in American Education 
2007–2008.

ruby L. wilson (edD, BsNed ’54,  
RN, FAAN) received the Duke 
university medal for Distinguished 
meritorious service in 2006. Also 
in 2006, the Patient Assessment 
Lab in the new school of Nursing 
building was named for her. Wilson 
received the inaugural Duke 
university Nursing Alumni Life 
Achievement Award in 2008.  
she is professor of nursing,  
assistant to the chancellor for 
health affairs, and dean emerita, 
school of Nursing.

1960s
susan gelfand Malka (BsN ’65) is 
the author of a new book, Daring  
to Care/American Nursing and 
Second-Wave Feminism, published 
in 2007 by the university of 
Illinois. malka is a former nurse 
and nursing instructor who teach-
es American and women’s history 
at the university of maryland.

1970s
Jeanne hopple (BsN ’77, msN, 
CFhNP) is a board-certified nurse 
practioner with ocala Family 
Physicians, P.A., in ocala, Fla. she 
also is a doctoral candidate in 
surgical nursing at the university 
of Central Florida in orlando. she 
was invited to present her original 

research on “Resilience in older 
Women: evolutionary Concept 
Analyses” at the southern Nursing 
Research society meeting in 
Birmingham, Ala. she also holds  
a courtesy faculty appointment  
at the university of Florida College 
of Nursing in gainesville and is  
a clinical preceptor for the uF 
Family NP students.

Linda r. phillips (PhD, mN ’73,  
BsN ’69) was awarded the 
2007 National Doris schwartz 
gerontological Nursing Research 
Award. the tribute is given annu-
ally in honor of Doris schwartz, a 
pioneer in gerontological nursing 
research, in recognition of the 
recipient’s visionary and exem-
plary contributions advancing the 
field of geriatric nursing research. 
Phillips joined the uCLA College 
of Nursing in 2006 and holds the 
Audrienne h. moseley endowed 
chair in nursing.

susan tremont (BsN, ’77) has 
returned to nursing through the 
Fast track Back program after 
a 22-year absence while she 
raised her children. she attests 
to the need and popularity of the 
program. george panzak (BsN ’77) 
and Mary Lou goodrich sirianni 
(BsN ’77) from the same class 
have entered the program as well. 
“so many of the women from our 
generation have so much invested 
in nursing,” says tremont, “and 
it’s wonderful to get back to it now 
that our children are grown.” she 
added that the Fast track Back 
(FtB) program made it possible 
to overcome any fears she had 
about trying to come back. the 
program “gets you ready to enter 
a hospital orientation, not jump 
back onto the floor,” with all of the 
responsibilities that it entails. “the 
preceptor role was critical to our  

bernadette Melnyk (PhD,  
msN ’83, RN, CPNP/NNP, FAAN, 
FNAP), dean, College of Nursing 
and healthcare Innovation at 
Arizona state university, has 
been appointed to the u.s. 
Preventive services task Force. 

Marie Moreau (msN ’89, BsN ’85) 
is a CRNP for tri Rivers surgical 
Associates in Pittsburgh. 

Janet (baird) reynolds welker 
(BsN ’83, msN ’87) is manager 
of special projects at the Iowa 
Foundation for medical Care. she 
is also an adjunct faculty mem-
ber of the grand view College 
Department of Nursing in Des 
moines, Iowa.

Michael seelman (BsN ’84) was 
recently promoted to senior vice 
president and chief operating 
officer of Forum health services  
in northeastern ohio.

1990s
Julie Alexander-royzman  
(BsN, ’97) is a certified occu-
pational health nurse and case 
manager for Pfizer, Inc. she has 
worked in its employee health 
services Department for eight 
years and lives in New york City.

orly toren (PhD ’98) has been 
named associate director of  
the nursing division at hadassah 
medical organization in 
Jerusalem, Israel. A critical  
care and open heart surgery 
nurse, toren was the director  
of nursing and paramedical pro-
fessions at the sheba medical 
Center in tel hashomer prior to 
coming to hadassah.

alumni news + notes



p i t t  n u r s e  s p r i n g  2 0 0 b   35p i t t  n u r s e  s p r i n g  2 0 0 b   35

2007 Dis tinguisheD A L uMn A 
honoreD in th A iL A nD

soon after Dr. vunvilai chandrabha (PhD ’75, mN ’72, 
BsN ’63) was named a 2007 university of Pittsburgh 
school of Nursing Distinguished Alumna last spring, 
she passed away. the colleague and friend who 
submitted Chandrabha’s nomination packet, Julia 
R. Plotnick, mPh, RN, FAAN, RADm, usPhs (ret.), 
believed the award plaque should hang in the Bureau 
of Nursing, Department of medical services, at the 
ministry of Public health in Bangkok, thailand as a 
tribute to the late Dr. Chandrabha. 

Plotnick traveled to thailand late last fall to attend the 
annual nurse convention there. During the conven-
tion program, Plotnick read school of Nursing Dean 
Jacqueline Dunbar-Jacob’s remarks from Alumni Day 
2007 and a moment of silence was observed by the 
nearly 1,000 nurses in attendance. she then pre-
sented the plaque to Bureau of Nursing Director Dr. 
kanjana Chunthai of the ministry of Public health. It  
is thai custom for a book to be printed in honor of  
a prestigious individual upon his or her death. Plotnick 
shared the book created on behalf of Dr. Chandrabha 
with the school. 

beryl haughton Jackson, mN ’72, PhD ’82

Dr. Beryl haughton Jackson, 83, passed away on 
september 2, 2007. Former faculty member at the 
school of Nursing, Dr. Jackson was named a 1996 
Distinguished Alumnus of the school. she was a 
founding member of Pitt’s African American Nursing 
Alumni scholarship Committee and in 2002 estab-
lished the Beryl B. haughton Jackson endowed Fund 
for graduate students to study Women’s health at 
the school of Nursing.

elaine tomnay Mchaffie, BsNed ’71, mN ’76

elaine tomnay mchaffie passed away on August 12, 
2007. ms. mchaffie, an instructor in the Department 
of health Promotion and Development at the 
school of Nursing until her retirement in may 2002, 
taught pediatric nursing. Formerly of Aliquippa, 
Pa., mchaffie and her husband, Richard, retired to 
Clermont, Fla. In addition to her husband, she is  
survived by daughter kerry Anderson of Pittsburgh.

Dr. Mary virginia neal, mLIt ’52

Dr. mary virginia Neal passed away on october 11, 
2007. A Living Legend and Fellow in the American 
Academy of Nursing, she was named a 1984 
Distinguished Alumnus of the school of Nursing. 
throughout her professional nursing career, Dr. Neal 
made a significant impact in the area of prenatal and 
premature infant care, developing an apparatus to 
simulate the rocking motion and then studying its 
effect on premature infants.

evelyn page parker 
evelyn Page Parker, 86, passed away on January 2, 
2008. A former school of Nursing faculty member, 
ms. Parker earned a master’s degree from Pitt’s 
graduate school of Public health. she was passion-
ate about nursing and mentoring young African 
Americans to pursue a career in nursing. the 
Pittsburgh Black Nurses in Action, where ms. Parker 
was an active member, has named a scholarship  
in her honor. 

Maureen f. rusnock, mNed ’67, mN ’72

maureen F. Rusnock, 77, passed away on January 
16, 2008. Former vice president of nursing ser-
vices at uPmC Presbyterian and school of Nursing 
faculty member, ms. Rusnock was named a 1983 
Distinguished Alumnus of the school of Nursing. 

in memoriam2000s
wendy henderson (PhD, ’07, 
msN ’99, BsN ’94, CRNP, RN) is 
working at the National Institute 
of Nursing Research (National 
Institutes of health) as a staff 
scientist in the Bio-Behavioral 
unit. the focus of henderson’s 
research is to better understand 
the mechanisms involved in symp-
tom distress related to digestive 
and liver diseases, specifically 
the biobehavioral relationships 
between inflammation and patient 
symptoms. the goal of her current 
studies is to identify genetic or 
other biologic/physiologic factors 
that predict patient-related  
clinical outcomes.

she was dedicated to the nursing profession and 
served on a host of local and state professional 
organizations, including the Pennsylvania Nurses 
Association, sigma theta tau, and the hospital 
Council of Western PA.

Janice estelle  
bachtell ’58 
July 7, 2007

Diane Jessie comer ’90 
october 28, 2007

gwen gunter feather ’73 
November 7, 2007

gratia J. gikling, ’43, ’48 
November 2006

Anna hartman hall ’49 
June 27, 2007

keli Ann heiple ’03 
February 8, 2007

Martha grabowski  
kvarta ’46 
october 31, 2007

Dorothy true Metzger ’58 
June 11, 2007

eugenia kirby santini ’49 
June 5, 1998

Margaret osborne 
vanDyke ’49 
February 3, 2007

Mary Jane cunningham 
zoller ’50 
october 1, 2007

Dean Jacqueline Dunbar-Jacob 
presents the game ball to alumni 
emeritus William J. Cully after  
the Pitt women’s basketball game 
on February 2. Cully, president  
of united Plate glass Co., Inc.  
of Butler, Pa., is an active member  
of the school of Nursing’s 
volunteer Advisory Committee  
and is a 2008 recipient of the 
school’s honorary Alumni Award.
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A five-module, self-paced online course is 
offered for nurses who work one on one with 
our nursing students. this online course is 
offered without charge to current and potential 
nursing student preceptors. 

continuing nursing education credits: 1 

to register or for more information, contact 
terry Northcutt, RN, coordinator for Community 
Clinical Placements, at northcut@pitt.edu or 
412-648-0287.

coproviDeD progrAMs

center for reseArch in chronic 
DisorDers: visiting schoLArs 
series 2007–2008
Monday, April 7, 2008 and Monday, May 5, 
2008, 12–1:30 p.m.

the series focus on the impact of health  
policy and systems on patient and provider 
adherence. Attendees will gain an understand-
ing of and appreciation for the importance of 
policy and systems on health care in the united 
states and abroad through presentations by 
expert scientists in this field.

continuing nursing education credits: 1.5 

For more information and reservations, contact 
kathleen kennedy at kke100@pitt.edu.

center for reseArch 
MethoDoLogy seMinAr series 

writing for the MeDiA
Monday, April 21, 2008

through A JournAL eDitor’s eyes
Monday, May 19, 2008, 12–1:30 p.m.

this series is designed for staff nurses, nurse 
researchers, and nursing educators interested 
in further developing their writing skills. 

continuing nursing education credits: 1.5 

For more information and reservations, contact 
kathleen kennedy at kke100@pitt.edu.

the university of Pittsburgh school of  
Nursing is an accredited provider of continuing 
nursing education by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission  
on Accreditation. 

the University of Pittsburgh school of 
nursing’s continuing education Program 
provides a broad range of on-site and online 
activities tailored to nurses in clinical practice. 
to meet the new legislative requirements 
for annual continuing education, we have 
launched a series of online education 
programs. to learn more about our educational 
programs, please call 412-624-3156, e-mail 
chb30@pitt.edu, or visit www.nursing.pitt.edu.

on-site progr A Ms At the 
v ic t ori A buiLDing

15th AnnuAL nursing horizons 
conference: best prActices  
in pAtient sAfety: shAring  
the eviDence
friday, May 16, 2008

Patient safety is the highest priority in health 
care delivery. this conference showcases 
the best practices in patient safety as they 
relate to communication, technology, and work 
environments. National and local professional 
nurses from all health care arenas will present 
their best practices and discuss their out-
comes in promoting patient safety. the target 
audience is clinicians, educators, and manag-
ers in clinical and academic settings.

continuing nursing education credits: 5.2 
registration fee: $125

2008 phArMAcoLogy upDAte 
conference
thursday, August 21, 2008

our 2008 Annual Pharmacology update 
includes topics of interest for all health care 
professionals, including advanced practice 
nurses, pharmacists, physicians, and physi-
cian assistants. We emphasize a broad phar-
macologic knowledge base through dynamic 
presentations of pharmacologic issues affect-
ing patient care. Concurrent sessions address 
drug therapies for adult and child populations 
with content that enables clinicians to offer 
pharmacologic interventions that are evidence 
based and support best practice.

continuing nursing education credits: 8 
registration fee: $125

fAst trAck bAck: re-entry  
to prActice for registereD 
nurses progrAM 
fALL session: october 1–november 9, 2008

the Fast track Back: Re-entry to Practice  
for Registered Nurses Program prepares  
registered nurses for re-entry into hospital-
based nursing practice through 20 hours  
of classroom and human simulation learning 
and 80 hours of hospital-based practice with 
an experienced registered nurse clinical coach. 

this program is designed for registered nurses 
with a current nursing license in the state  
of Pennsylvania to refresh their nursing skills. 
this program is a recognized refresher  
program and not a reinstatement program, 
which is required in the event a registered 
nurse has let the nursing license expire.

program fee: $1,300 plus a $12 liability insur-
ance fee, which is required for nurses doing 
clinical practice at uPmC facilities. the program 
fee includes tuition, textbooks, lunch, and park-
ing for the didactic and simulation components 
at the oakland campus.

continuing nursing education credits: 105 

onLine progrAMs

funDAMentALs of cLinicAL ethics 
for nurses 
this is a fundamental clinical ethics course 
providing the practicing nurse with information 
about terms, concepts, and theories commonly 
used in clinical ethics. this course is for  
registered nurses from diverse educational 
and specialty backgrounds. other health care 
providers (such as physical therapists, occupa-
tional therapists, and social workers) seeking 
a basic course in clinical ethics would also 
benefit from this course. 

continuing nursing education credits: 10 
registration fee: $100

For more information, contact Lisa m. 
Bernardo, RN, at lbe100@pitt.edu.

the cLinicAL preceptorship:  
A briDge between knowLeDge  
AnD prActice 
the strength of the program is the involvement 
of preceptors like you—knowledgeable, experi-
enced nurses who are willing to guide students. 

continuing education 

mailto:northcut@pitt.edu
mailto:KKE100@pitt.edu
mailto:KKE100@pitt.edu
mailto:chb30@pitt.edu
http://www.nursing.pitt.edu/academics/ce/index.jsp
mailto:LBE100@pitt.edu
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pit t nursing brAceLe t ’s popuL Arit y continue s! 
Join the many alumni, students, and friends of the university of Pittsburgh school of Nursing  
who are proudly showing off Pitt nurse pride each time they wear this lovely bracelet, created 
exclusively for the Nursing Alumni society. made of sterling silver beads and swarovski crystals, 
the bracelet features blue and khaki crystals. each piece is handcrafted and strung on 49-strand 
stainless steel nylon-coated wire. Bracelets—available in 7-inch, 7½-inch, and 8-inch lengths—
can be ordered in two styles. one style features more crystals, whereas the other features more 
sterling silver beads. the bracelet comes with a nursing cap charm, and customers may choose 
between a lobster claw or toggle clasp. Bracelets sell for $50 each. 

When ordering, please make sure to specify length, style, and clasp. use the order form provided 
or download an order form from the school of Nursing Web site at www.nursing.pitt.edu; click  
on “Alumni & Friends.” Questions can be directed to the school of Nursing alumni office at 
412-624-2404. Proceeds benefit student activities and scholarships. 

 Qty. sIZe styLe CLAsP PRICe totAL

  small (7")
  Approx. wrist size 6"   $50

  medium (71/2")
  Approx. wrist size 61/2"   $50

  Large (8")
  Approx. wrist size 7"   $50

   shIPPINg/hANDLINg  $ 3

   orDer totAL  $  

Name:  Phone: 

Address:  e-mail: 

   

make checks payable to university of pittsburgh and write “Pitt Nursing Bracelet” on the  
memo line. mail check and order form to: university of pittsburgh, school of nursing,  
Alumni office, 218 victoria building, 3500 victoria street, pittsburgh, pA  15261.

pit t nursing tote bAgs
A great way to carry just about anything, these navy 
blue canvas totes are durable, bear the university of 

Pittsburgh school of Nursing seal, and are a real 
bargain at $10. 

p i t t  n u r s i n g  A c c e s s o r i e s

I would like to order  lamp(s) at $25 each.

I would like to order  tote bag(s) at $10 each.

total enclosed: $ 

Name: 

Address:  

e-mail:  
Please make checks payable to university of pittsburgh.

mail or drop off your order to:

university of Pittsburgh 
school of Nursing
Joan Nock
218 victoria Building
3500 victoria street
Pittsburgh, PA  15261

thank you for your support of the Nursing Alumni society 
and school of Nursing students!

nightingALe L AMp 
enjoy this lovely ceramic Nightingale Lamp, 

symbolic of modern nursing and a reminder 
of the university of Pittsburgh school of Nursing’s 

tradition of “passing of the light,” for only $25.

http://www.nursing.pitt.edu/alumni/docs/bracelet_orderform.pdf
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Patricia tuite

Paula sherwood

Ann m. mitchell

Judith erlen

patricia tuite (msN ’92, BsN ’85), instructor in the 
Department of Acute and tertiary Care, was nominated 
for an excellence in education Award from the American 
Association of Critical Care Nurses.

transitions
sandra r. DeLuca (msN ’87, RN) joined the  
Department of health and Community systems  
as a part-time Instructor.

Judith erlen (PhD, msN, RN, BsN ’66) accepted the  
additional role of interim department chair of health  
and Community systems.

patricia fratangelo (msN, RN) joined the Department  
of Acute and tertiary Care as a part-time instructor.

Janet grady (DrPh ’00, msN ’89, RN) joined the 
university of Pittsburgh at Johnstown school of Nursing, 
Department of health and Community systems, as  
a full-time associate professor and director of the  
Nursing Program. 

Margaret hannan (PhD ’07, msN ’01, CPNP, RN) joined  
the Department of health Promotion and Development  
as a full-time assistant professor.

Alice Jane haines (msN ’89, RN) joined the Department  
of Acute and tertiary Care as a full-time instructor. 

Allyson havill (PhD, mA, msN ’88, RN) joined the 
Department of health and Community systems  
as a full-time assistant professor.

irene kane (PhD ’07, msN ’80, RN) joined the Department 
of health and Community systems as a full-time  
assistant professor.

heeyoung Lee (PhD, msN, RN) joined the Department  
of health and Community systems as a full-time  
assistant professor.

Michael w. neft (msN, CRNA, RN) joined the Department  
of Acute and tertiary Care as a full-time instructor.

Lora ott (msN ’95, RN) joined the Department  
of Acute and tertiary Care as a part-time instructor.

Lora Burke

faculty news
Lora burke (PhD ’97, mPh ’98, FAAN), professor of nurs-
ing and epidemiology in the Department of health and 
Community systems, was elected as the vice chair/ 
chair-elect for the American heart Association scientific 
Council on Nutrition, Physical Activity and metabolism.  
It is a six-year commitment.

rebekah hamilton (PhD, msN, RN), assistant  
professor in the Department of health Promotion  
and Development, is moderating a scheduled chat  
room specific to the issues younger women face who 
find out they carry the BRCA mutation, which signifi-
cantly increases their risk of breast and ovarian cancer. 
the chat room began in september and takes place one 
Friday evening a month on the FoRCe (Facing our Risk  
of Cancer empowered) Web site. 

 Ann M. Mitchell (PhD ’87, RN, CCRC, AhN-BC) assistant 
professor in the Department of health and Community 
systems, received the 2008 Beckwith Institute for 
Innovation in Practice Award for her work on Non-
Pharmacological Interventions to Decrease Agitation 
in Patients with Dementia. she is principal investigator 
working with Dawn Decicco (msN ’06, RN), Michelle cain, 
(BsN ’90, RN), georgia patterson, RN, and the staff on 
the Integrative health and Aging Program at Western 
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic (WPIC). Recent graduate 
nurse cara tiedeken (BsN ’07) and current nursing  
students Lynn boucek and raeann rose also are work-
ing with this evidence-based practice (eBP) team of 
nurses. mitchell also is a faculty consultant to the eBP 
and Research Council of WPIC.

Donna g. nativio (PhD, CRNP, FAAN, PNP), associate 
professor and director of the Family/Adult and Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioner Programs in the Department of 
health Promotion and Development, recently received 
notification of successful completion of the PNP Primary 
Care Review process conducted by the Pediatric Nursing 
Certification Board. Recognition is granted through 2010. 

gilan el saadawi (mD, PhD, ms ’04) assistant professor 
in the Department of health and Community systems, 
received an award from the National Institutes of 
health for her proposal, A standards-Based tool for 
Clinical trials Protocol Authoring. total Project Period: 
9/26/07–8/31/09 total Project Award: $237,600

paula sherwood (PhD, RN, CNRN), assistant professor in 
the Department of Acute and tertiary Care, received an 
award from the National Institutes of health for her pro-
posal, “mind-body Interactions in Neuro-oncology Family 
Caregivers.” total Project Period: 9/14/07–7/31/12 total 
Project Award: $2,029,317

*NurseBeaT 

Janet grady
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upcoMing events

pinning cereMony 
Friday, April 25, 2008 
7 p.m. 
soldiers and sailors military museum  
and memorial 

grADuAte stuDent Dinner 
sunday, April 27, 2008 
4 p.m. 
Pittsburgh Athletic Association 

ALuMni DAy 2008:  
“A ceLebrAtion of pitt nursing” 
saturday, may 3, 2008

9 a.m.
Welcome and Continental Breakfast
school of Nursing 
First-Floor Lobby, victoria Building

Noon
Luncheon 
twentieth Century Club 

nAncy gLunt hoffMAn MeMoriAL  
goLf outing 
Friday, July 18, 2008 
12:30 p.m.
shotgun start 
Longue vue Club 

convocAtion
monday, september 8, 2008
1 p.m. 
First-Floor Lobby 
victoria Building

cAMeos of cAring AwArDs gALA 
saturday, November 1, 2008 

6 p.m. 
Reception and silent Auction 

7 p.m. 
Dinner and Awards Presentation 
spirit of Pittsburgh Ballroom 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center 

student news
Alison bedekovich, junior nursing student,  
has been selected to attend the 2009 
Presidential youth Inaugural Conference  
(PyIC) in Washington, D.C. PyIC is designed  
to educate, motivate, and inspire students 
by giving them a deeper understanding of the 
electoral history of the united states as well 
as their roles in democracy. PyIC provides 
high-achieving alumni of the Congressional 
youth Leadership Council and the National 
youth Leadership Forum an opportunity to 
witness the responsibilities of leadership while 
commemorating a truly historic event—the 
presidential inauguration.

Joseph ciampoli and Amanda edris, senior 
nursing students, participated in the second 
four-week interprofessional healthteam course 
offered through the school of medicine (the 
first course was offered in January 2007). 
Working with a student each from the school 
of medicine, the school of Pharmacy, and the 
school of social Work, Ciampoli and edris devel-
oped a plan of care incorporating interprofes-
sional team members for a group of inpatients 
and outpatients with renal disease, dialysis, 
and transplantation; shadowed professionals 
from the other disciplines; and represented 
nursing to those professions. Ciampoli also was 
named the 2008 emma W. Locke Award winner.

Jatolloa Davis, sophomore nursing student, 
was elected as the greater Pittsburgh region 
representative at the student Nurses’ 
Association Pennsylvania (sNAP) state 
Convention; she fills the position held by senior 
kathleen mcCormick last year. mcCormick also 
received the sNAP upperclassman Award.

Matthew gallek, BsN ’01, RN ’07, was named 
a society of Critical Care medicine Research 
Citation Finalist for 2008 for his abstract, 
“endothelin-1 tagging sNPs are Associated 
with Cerebral vasospasm and Long term 
outcomes Following Aneurysmal subarachnoid 
hemorrhage.” the award is intended to  
recognize excellence in critical care research 
for a number of specialties. As a Research 
Citation finalist, gallek attended the 37th 
Critical Care Congress in honolulu, hawaii in 
February, where he was invited to display  
a poster of his original scientific research. 

sirena Lehmer, senior transition student,  
was cited by staff nurses on her uPmC 
Presbyterian clinical unit for recognizing  
a knowledge deficit on the part of the nursing 
staff and working to fill it. she researched and 
created a highly sophisticated informational 
bulletin board addressing abdominal drain 
issues, and, in the process, bridged the gap 
between education and service.

Melissa v. taylor, PhD ’05, RN, won first place  
for the New Investigator Award for the  
American heart Association Council on 
Cardiovascular Nursing. 

Joseph Ciampoli

http://www.soldiersandsailorshall.org/
http://www.soldiersandsailorshall.org/
http://pittsburghaa.memfirstclubs.net/Club/Scripts/Home/home.asp
http://www.thetwentiethcenturyclub.com/home.html
http://www.longuevueclub.net/Club/Scripts/Home/home.asp
http://www.pittsburghcc.com/cc/
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Can you identify the year and the faces? 

reMeMber when? photo froM fALL 2007 issue
evelyn hoop o’Block submitted the photo of the Class of 1953 that appeared in the Fall 2007  
issue of Pitt Nurse. special thanks also to Jane Fleming green and Patricia moll glessner, who wrote  
in response to the photo.

According to o’Block, the members in the photo are: (top row, left to right) Patricia Nelson, Lorraine  
m. Linar, marianne halle, georgianna Booth, marcy toohill; (middle row) Charlotte Jones, Dorothy 
Ryan, evelyn hoop (o’Block); and (front row) mary gillespie, Carolyn smith, Anna Campbell, and Wilda 
yeager. It is always great to hear from alumni who enjoy putting names to faces. thanks to all who  
took the time to contact the school of Nursing.  

Want to share your memories with fellow alums? Just send us your favorite photo of yesteryear, and we’ll run it in an upcoming issue.  
submit your pics to:    university of Pittsburgh, school of Nursing, 218 victoria Building, 3500 victoria street, Pittsburgh, PA  15261. All  
pictures will be returned.

if so, contact Joan nocK at 412-624-2404 or Jno100@Pitt.eDU. We Will PUblish yoUr ansWer in the next issUe of Pitt NurSe.

r e M e M b e r  w h e n
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u ni v e r s i t y  o f  p i t t s b u r gh  
s c h o o L  o f  n u r s i n g  
A L u M ni  s o c i e t y  
e x e c u t i v e  c o M Mi t t e e

2007–08 officers

PResIDeNt 

Beth k. mAstRANgeLo ’99

BACCALAuReAte RePReseNtAtIve 

BethANy A. FRANCIs ’05

Post-BACCALAuReAte RePReseNtAtIve 

A. JANe hAINes ’89

ImmeDIAte PAst-PResIDeNt 

JoAN P. ByeRs ’87

ChAIR, AFRICAN AmeRICAN NuRsINg ALumNI CommIttee 

LuevoNue LINCoLN ’78, ’82

RePReseNtAtIve to the PItt ALumNI AssoCIAtIoN 

mIChAeL CeLLuRALe ’06

eX-oFFICIo 

JACQueLINe DuNBAR-JACoB

At-LARge ALumNI suPPoRt

moNRettA D. AARoNs ’59

JessICA DevIDo ’04

gLoRIA P. gotAskIe ’77, ’94

CyNthIA k. hoFIus ’05

mIChAeL okoye ’07

mICheLe m. PRIoR ’80

ChAD RIttLe ’00

shIRLey P. smIth ’59, ’79

kRIs keeFeR WoLFF ’93, ’00

Pitt NurSe

AssoCIAte DeAN, DeveLoPmeNt, ALumNI AFFAIRs AND  

stuDeNt seRvICes 

susAN A. ALBReCht ’75, ’78

DIReCtoR oF ADvANCemeNt AND eXteRNAL ReLAtIoNs 

JeNNIFeR FeLLoWs, mBA

DIReCtoR oF DeveLoPmeNt 

JuLIe A. hARRIs, CFRe

AssIstANt DIReCtoR oF ALumNI ReLAtIoNs 

JoAN F. NoCk

AssIstANt DIReCtoR oF PuBLIC ReLAtIoNs  

JoAN e. BRItteN

CoNtRIButINg eDItoR 

CheRyL R. toWeRs

CoNtRIButINg WRIteRs 

JoAN e. BRItteN 

NIkI kAPsAmBeLIs 

JoAN F. NoCk 

CheRyL R. toWeRs

DesIgN

DePARtmeNt oF uNIveRsIty mARketINg CommuNICAtIoNs

PRINCIPAL PhotogRAPhy

Joe kAPeLeWskI

the university of Pittsburgh, as an educational institution and as an employer, values equality of opportunity, human dignity, and racial/ethnic 
and cultural diversity. Accordingly, the university prohibits and will not engage in discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, age, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a disabled veteran or a veteran of the 
vietnam era. Further, the university will continue to take affirmative steps to support and advance these values consistent with the university’s 
mission. this policy applies to admissions, employment, and access to and treatment in university programs and activities. this is a commitment 
made by the university and is in accordance with federal, state, and/or local laws and regulations.

For information on university equal opportunity and affirmative action programs and complaint/grievance procedures, please contact the 
university of Pittsburgh; office of Affirmative Action, Diversity, and Inclusion; 412 Bellefield hall; 315 south Bellefield Avenue; Pittsburgh, PA  15260; 
412-648-7860.

Published in cooperation with the Department of university marketing Communications. umC62873-0408.



Save the Date

Nancy Glunt Hoffman 
Memorial Golf Outing 

Third Annual  
Nancy Glunt Hoffman  
Memorial Golf Outing 
Friday, July 18, 2008
12:30 p.m. shotgun start 

Longue vue Club, verona, Pa.

outing proceeds benefit the university of Pittsburgh 
school of Nursing’s oncology Chair Fund. 

For more information, contact Jennifer Fellows at 
412-624-5328 or jmw100@pitt.edu.

Career  
Update Form 
Now Online
the school is eager to learn in what roles alumni are practicing, 
and it just became easier to let us know what’s happening with 
you. visit www.nursing.pitt.edu, click on the “Alumni” tool bar 
at the top of the home page, and then click on “Career update 
Form.” Completing this brief form takes only several minutes, 
and with another click, it’s submitted electronically to our 
alumni office. We can’t wait to hear from you!

 
School of Nursing
218 Victoria Building
3500 Victoria Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15261

NoNPRoFIt oRg.
u.s. PostAge

PAID
PIttsBuRgh PA
PeRmIt No. 511

mailto:jmw100@pitt.edu
http://www.nursing.pitt.edu/alumni/docs/Career_Update_Form.pdf
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